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RUSSIAN POLICY TOWARD AFGHAN MUSLIMS REVIEWED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 23 Oct 80 p 5 


[Article by Kuldip Nayyer: "Russian Policy and Muslims; Khalq Faction of Afghan 
Communiste Also Against Russia") 


[Text] Kuldip Nayyer, editor of the prominent Indian daily, the Indian Express, 

recently visited Russian-occupied Afghanistan. Some of the observations he made 

were printed in Pakistani newspapers aleo. A translation of one of the articles 

in the series is being printed below. It reveals the observations of a prominent 
Indian journalist on the Russian aggression about which the Indian government is 

so supportive--the Editor. 


If a referendum was held today in Afghanistan, 99 percent of ite people would vote 
against the Russian occupation. If, for some reason, the Russian troops were to 
leave Afghanistan, the Karmal government would fall and its members be punished 

in the streets of Kabul. 


The hatred against the Russians and the present government has increased enormously. 
I was present in Kabul 1 month after the Russian occupation began and it was not 
possible to find even one person who was in favor of the Russians. Everyone con- 
sidered Russia as an aggressor. 


The Russian troops marched into Afghanistan on 26 December 1979. The hate against 
the Russians and the Afghan government started from that very day and has been ri- 
sing. The people were already expressing dissatisfaction with the governments of 
Taraki (from April 1978 to September 1979) and Amin (from September to December 
1979). The mullahs had created an atmosphere which caused people to be ready to 
fight against communists to save Islam. However, there were still some people 
who were loyal to the government. The Russian aggression changed the whole pic- 
ture. The people fighting against communism were provided the weapon of national- 
iem which ies more effective than the weapon of religion. The army dwindled from 
100,000 to less than half its size. Most of the intellectuals have either left 
the country or joined the rebels. The rebele, living in camps in Peshawar, Rawal- 
pindi, and other cities, have leaders in the form of these intellectuals. At 
present most of the roade are closed and it is dangerous even to go 10 miles out 
of Kabul. The students, who once supported the communist movement, are enraged 


against it. 














The most unfortunate event for the Ruseiane was the cooling of the communist move- 
ment. The People's Democratic Party, the ruling party of Afghanistan, ie divided 
now. It should be mentioned here that during the fifth decade of thie century, the 
Communiet Party of India with the help of Moscow had managed to reconcile the two 
factions of Afghan communiete--Khalq and Parcham. Later, the Khalq faction openly 
joined the rebels againet the Russian presence in Afghanistan. Some leaders of the 
Khalq faction told me that communism did not mean Russian occupation and that they 
were determined to push the intruding army out of their country. The Khalq people 
do not mind the Russian influence in their country; it is the presence of Russians 
that they are against. 





It should be remembered that at the time when Russian troops entered Afghanistan, 
5,000 Russian advisors were working in Afghanistan with the government's approval. 
This fact has been accepted by everyone, including the Western powers, that Af- 
ghanistan is iu the Russian sphere of influence. Everyone accepts that any govern- 
ment that rules Kabul has to be approved by Russia. The Islamic countries which 
are fighting for Afghanistan's freedom accept this position and believe that the 
Russian troops should leave Afghanistan only after Moscow is satisfied with any 
future government of Kabul. 


The question arises: If Russia had full control over Afghanistan then why did 
Russian troops enter Afghanistan? This question is still discussed as hotly as it 
was during my first visit to Kabul. It is felt that Ruseia is interested in more 
than Afghanistan iteelf. For example, an important position from military point of 
view, is ite strategic location from where they can capture the oil-rich Gulf area 
in no time. Aleo, as need arises, Iran can be protected or captured very easily 
from here. Keeping this in mind, it is hard co believe that Russian as offended 
world opinion just for the 250 miles of area outlying its borders. 


It is not expected that Russia is moving directly south toward Pakistan. American 
President Jimmy Carter has assured the Pakistani president, General Zia, that America 
will stand by its 1959 pact according to which America is to help Pakistan in case 

it is attacked by Russia. Thus, Russia cannot afford to risk a world war. 


The truth ie that Russia has erred. First, it got itself involved in the mutiny 
against President Daud in 1978 at a time when Afghanistan was not ready for a com- 
munist revolution. At that time, only 50,000 out of its 13 million people suppor- 
ted Khalq and Parcham factions. Later, Russia gave preference to Babrak over Taraki. 
The biggest mistake was that the Russians failed to take strong nationalist feel- 
ings of Afghans into account. These are the same Afghans who fought three wars 

with the British in 100 years. Their struggle with the Russians is only one year 
old! 
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MUJAHID™N PLAN TO ATTACK KABUL IN THREE MONTHS 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 20 Oct 80 pp 3, 10 


[Article: "Several Russian Planes Destroyed in Mujahidin's Attack on Kabul Air- 


port New Troops and Helicopters Arrive in Afghanistan; Attempt to Overthrow Kar- 
mal 


[Text] Peking, 19 October (APP)--The official news agency of People's Republic 

of China commenting on the recent visit of Karmal to Moscow said that the warm 
welcome extended to him shows tnat he is very important to Russia. The Russians 
are forced to recognize Karmal inspite of the strong opposition by Afghans to the 
Russian troops. According to this agency, the Mujahidin are defeating the Russian 
and Karmal army badly. The latest proof of this is the attack on Qandahar air- 
port where several Russian planes were destroyed. According to the agency, Russian 
troops have strengthened their control over communication centers of important 
cities. To limit the movement of Mujahidin, shelling of important roads outside 
Kabul has been increased. Fresh Russian troops and helicopters also have arrived 
in Kabul from Russia. These will be used against the Mujahidin hiding in the 
mountains. 


An attempt to overthrow Babrak Karmal government before his visit to Moscow failed 
because some Afghan officers informed the Russians who in turn besieged two can- 
tonments of Afghan troops with tanks. Many Russians were killed in these skirmishes. 
The Russian troops have closed all the roade leading to Kabul and bombed the sur- 
rounding areas. 
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[Text] 


A large number of our de- 
ceived compatriots are 
reported to have been 
returning to their honns 
in Afghanitsan. They 
are the people who left 
their homes either as a 
result of the oppression 
and tyranny of Hafizu- 
liah Amin, the spy of 
imperialism and agent 
of CIA, and his band of 
criminals, or because th- 
ey were deceived by the 
feudal lords and big 
land owners who had 
lost their interests and 
privileges in this coun- 


The Saur Revolution wh- 
ich was staged by large 
masses of workers, pea. 
sants and oppressed ele- 
ments under the leader. 
ship of the vanguard of 
the working class. the 
People’s Democratic Pa- 
rty of Afghanistan, wa 
in effect a striking ard 
crushing blow to the fe- 
udal lords and landlords 
and the exploitative ru- 
ling circles. 

These clements left the 


EXPATRIATES REPORTEDLY RETURNING TO HOMELAND 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 26 Nov 80 p 2 
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ities a great number of 
these subversive elem 
ents and terrorists who 
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ear . 
re either crushed ‘down 
lu ion defence groups, 
and units of armed and 
security forces with 
the support of the inh- 
bitants. 
course, when away fr 
their homeland | th- 


ey were suffering much 
specially when they saw 
they were living in a 
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foreign land and ruled 
by aliens and the imp- 
perialists who wanted to 
use them against ‘heir 
compatriots in an atiem- 
pt to serve their own 
militaristic and politi. 
cal designs in Afghanis- 
tan and the region. 


While living away from 


their homeland exper- 
jencing untold hardship 
and difficulties they re- 
ceived now and then 
the news of the develo- 
pment efforts made by 
the party. government 
and the people of Afgh- 
anistan for the happin- 
ess and prosperity of 
the people without an: 
distinction of race, sex, 


nationality, family ard. 


other considerations. 


Thev found out tiat  Isl- 


am was not in danger 
as the enemies of Saur 
Revolution were claim- 
ing. They were told that 
the DRA Fundamental 
Principles provided for 
freedom of worship and 
inviohility of Islam = in 
Afghanistan. and. that 
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the people were freely 
performing their  relig- 
jous rites and obligatio.s 


under the protection pr- 
ovided by the state. 


They were told that the 


leadership of the Dem. 
ocratic Republic of A— 
ghanistan was making 
every effort to provide 
every facility possible to 
help people work, not 
only for themselves but 
also for their own coun- 
try, the country which 
has been held backward 
by the past feudal order 
and exploitative and op 
pressive ruling classes 
for years. 


All these provided a stro- 


ng incentive and a fierce 
driving force to our dec- 
eived compatriots to 
return to their homes 
and join the devrctonm. 
ent activities being ca- 
rried out in the interest 
of a new life in the cou- 


ntry. 
The point which deserves 


mentioning here is that 
the Pakistan reactionary 
and ~vilitory circles are 





fanning up subversive 
acts and keeping the 
so called Afghan refug- 


llow countrymen in 
taking active part in the 
implementation of huge 
social, economic and cu- 
itera] transformation pl- 
ans undertaken. We are 
sure they will make a 
good contribution, in 
their turn one way or 
another, towards the 











AFCLUANISTAN 


COAL PRODUCTION, CONSUMPTION INCREASED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 26 Nov 80 p 2 


[Text] "Approximately eighty percent of coal extracted from mines in the Demo- 
cretic Republic of Afghanistan is being consumed by the stace industrial enter- 
pr.ses and organisations and the remaining twenty percent is consumed by the 
individual compatriots." 


Engineer Mohammad Hassan Osman, head of liaison of the Coal Enterprise Department 
of the Ministry of Mines and Industries in an interview with the reporter of the 
KABUL NEW TIMES in connection with the performance of the enterprise duc'ng the 
first six months of 1359 said: 


During the first six months of 1359 an amount of 43,000 tons of coal have been 
mined from the Karkar and Doudkash mines out of which 35,700 tons have been trans- 
ported to Kabul and other provinces for distribution to the consumers. This figure 
show an increase of 71.5 percent as anticipated in the coal extraction plan during 
the current year. 


Since the consumption of coal during the 1359 has been extremely increased, Engi- 
neer Hassan Osman added, the bricket factory in Kabul, from the beginning of the 
current year, have exerted great efforts so that the factory could cope with the 
ever-increasing coal requirements of the state organisations and the public and 
as a result of untiring efforts of the factory's personnel during the first six 
months of this year 15,000 tons coal have been procured and put at the disposal 
of the consumers in the capital. Meanwhile, distribution of coal among the pub- 
lic is presently continuing with full swing. 


Engineer Hassan Osman further said that et present sufficient amount of coal is 
available in the Karkar-Doudkash mines and Balkh province bricket plant and its 
distribution currently continue in the Pulihomri and Balkh provinces, beside 
Kabul, sales of coal. also take place at the extraction sites, from which 

Afs 38,665,000 has been earned during the first half of the current year. 


Opining further he said, eighty percent of coal produced in the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan is being consumed by the state industrial enterprises, fac- 
tories and organisations who form our permanent customers and twenty percent is 
being consumed by individuals in Kabul and provinces for heating purpose usually 
during the winter season. 














Because of shortage and scarcity of fuel material during the current year, Eng. 
Hassan Osman added, an extremely increasing number of the people apply for coal 
supplies which is unprecedentedly high in comparison to 1358. Taking into account 
the shortage of fuel materials in the country in general and the ever-increasing 
demand of the state organisations and the public, the Coal Enterprise Department 
with the help and collaboration of the Ministry of Mines and Industries the Coal 
Enterprise have taken necessary steps for provision and procurement of sufficient 
amount of coal and put at the disposal of the organizations and the citizens in 
the capital as well as in the provinces. 


The Coal Enterprise Department. Eng. Hassan Osman went on, not only tries to pro- 
vide ample amount of coal for the consumers, and tries to remove the difficulties 
of the organisations and the public, but this institution also seeks ways and 
means to better serve the people through timely transportation of coal to the 
capital and provinces. In the beginning of the current year this dej artment, 
through maintaining contact with the Kabul Municipality, the Kabul Traffic De- 
partment, General Transport Department, private transport companies “od other 
related institutions have sought practical ways and means for smooth and contin- 
uous transportation of coal from the extraction sites. As a result of these cco - 
tacts, the department of coal enterprise was able, with assistance of the above- 
ventioned organisations to regulate transportation of coal from the extraction 
sites and within the cities considerably and prepare a regulation fixing the rate 
of transportation of coal which have been confirmed by the related companies and 
organisations. The coal bricket factory he time and again requested the cus- 
tomers that in case the transport owners violate the set regulations devised 

‘or transportation of coal, they should contact the Traffic Department, Kabul 
Municipality or the factory management itself, so thet the difficulties of the 
public is removed, Eng. Osman concluded. 
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EGYPT 


EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS REVIEWED 
Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 18 Sep 80 p 3 


[Interview with Dr Khaled al-Shazli, Dean of the Alexandria School of Agriculture, 
by Aibert Tewfik to AL~AKHBAR: "A Dialogue With a Scientific Specialist Concerning 
Our Agricultural Problems; Subsidies as Weil as Government Consumption Societies 
Should Be Gradually Eliminated. Buildings on Culitivable Land Should Be Removed 
Using Force If Necessary; The Crisis Centers Around the Crucial Issue of Proper 
Economic Planning; At One Time, Egypt Had 4000 Agricultural Societies But Only 800 
of Them Have Succeeded") 


[Text] This is a dialogue with one of the most highly qualified scientists 
specializing in agricultural problems--Dr Khaled al-Shacli, Dean of the Alexandria 
School of Agriculture, Dr Shazli has many ideas and suggestions regarding the 
agricultural dilemmas facing Egypt. He calls for the gradual elimination of the 
subsidies system and the abolishment of the Government Cooperatives (gamiyaat). He 
also advocates the removal of ail buildings built on cultivable land even if force 
must be used to do so. Dr Shazli states that the crisis of proper economic planning 
is the source of all of our problems. Dr Shazli is one of the men who spoke during 
President Sadat's meeting with the faculty staff of Alexandria University. Dr 
Shazli offered some of his ideas and suggestions during this meeting with the 
president but he was not able to present all of his ideas due to the time factor. 
Therefore, this interview was conducted to enable Dr Shazli to expand upon his 
recommendations. The eternal river, the Nile has been flowing in the valley since 
ancient times. It nourishes the growth of plant-life of both banks, sustains the 
life of the cattle, and feeds the Egyptian people. 


Along both banks, the farmer stands as a giant from sunrise to sunset. His chest 
is exposed to the sun, his hands till the land and he eats sparingly in order to 
provide food through his labor and sacrifice for the Egyptian people. 


Egypt, which exported food surplus at ene time, is importing it today, even though 
the land has remained unchanged and the farmers are still tilling the soil. What 
has changed is that 1 million mouths are added to the population every year. It 
was assumed that the cultivable land would be increased by a degree equal to the 
population growth but what has actually occurred poses a very serious problem. 
During the last 10 years, Egypt reclaimed 9000 acres which are currently being used 
for the production of food. At the same time, buildings were constructed on 850,000 
acres of cultivable land in direct violation of the law. 





In past years, Egypt wae self-sufficient in terme of food production, Today, we 
import food at the current high prices of the world market, Ie it possible for 
Egypt to resume the former agricultural position it once held? 


I submitted that question to Dr Shazli, Dean of School of Agriculture, Alexandria 
University during the course of a long interview. 


[Anewer] Why not? This could be accomplished by increasing the cultivable land 
through ecientific technology and by re-educating the farmers. Thie is a viable 
solution possible for a country which has 13 schools of agriculture. Before 1967, 

the production percentage was in keeping with the population growth. The production 
rate of increase was 3.2 percent while the rate of population increase was 2.7 
percent. Therefore, the production was abundant. After the 1967 set back, the 

rate of production decreased by 9 percent while the rate of population increase 
remained at 2.3 percent. Now, you can imagine the effect that had on the food crisis. 


Mistakes 


The dean says, “Let us put the facts together clearly. These facte include mistakes 
which adversely affect agricultural development. These facts are: 


~~Increase of the population. 


~-Increase of the standard of living in the cities. This sotivated the farmers to 
migrate increasing the problems in the cities. 


--The rising up of the banner of industrial development and the allocation of all 
resources for this purpose for many years at the expense of agricultural development. 


~-Increase in the construction of buildings at the expense of cultivable land. 


-~-The failure to implement the proposed projects to develop agricultural resources. 
It ie important that we realize the seriousness of this situation. 


In 1961 a supreme committee was organized to develop animal resources. I was 4 
member of that committee. The committee has not met since 1961. Every minister 
appointed new members to the committee but it never convened. If we are really 
concerned with the develop~ent of animal resources, a supreme committee should be 
created by a presidential decree in order to insure that the committee will not 
become a toy in the hands of the ministers." 


Animals Are Weak 


[Question] Since we are talking about animal resources, whet is your conception of 
the meat crisis? 


{[Anewer) First of all, animale need proper nourishment. In our country, the cow is 
weak and slim, and yields one-quarter of the meat which is obtained from European 
cattle. Here, the cow gives 400 kg of milk a year. The cow in the USA gives 6000 
kg of milk and in Scandanavian countries it gives 45,000 kg. Diet is the reason for 
the large gap. tack of fresh and dried food because of nonavailability or due to 
the corruption of the officials in the agricultural societies. In Egypt there are 




















4000 agricultural societies of which only 20 percent have succeeded, The farmer 
selle hie share on the black market to realize a greater profit and gives hie animale 
inferior feed, If we exaaine the price for the kilogram of meat under the current 
conditions, and we assume that the breeder makes 20 percent profit and the butcher 
20 percent profit, then the price to the consumer would be only 260 pilasters. We 
are facing a shortage of animal feed, We need 5 million tone of concentrated forage 
and 3 million tons of starchy food. However, our production is only 1 million tone 
and we import the rest and subsidize ite sale. In the winter time, we grow green 
forage, and in ite place in summer we grow corn, rice and cotton where we could be 
planting 200,000 acres with green forage all year round. The decision not to kill 
the heifers is correct, and we should add to it the ban on slaughtering the calves. 
The calf is being slaughtered when its weight reaches 70 kg in order to reserve the 
forage for the cow even though the calf could be raised until ite weight reaches 400 
kg. In other words, we could increase the production of meat by 60,000 tons every 
year. 


Increasing Production 


[Question] Is it possible to increase the production until a surplus is accrued and 
both competition and prices decrease? 


{[Anewer] First I would like to say that when the price of merchandise goes up, it 
never comes down again unless a stagnation occurs or the laws which help raise the 
prices are amended or repealed. It is possible to increase production as follows: 


--The law should be applied firmly to ban construction of any cultivable land and to 
remove any buildings erected on these lands. 


--Special and wide-reaching attention should be given to the expansion of cultivable 
land regardless of cost. It is the future. 


— t this point, I should like to refer to the program which grants the graduate of 
the agricultural school 20 acres to be reclaimed and become his personal property. 
The failure of 80 percent of this program has been proven. The program could be 
altered by establishing a large settlement of 1000 acres. This farm is to be 
divided into various divisions. Corn is to be planted in one, vegetables in another, 
and fruits in a third section and so on. The graduates would receive this farm as 

a whole and they should be forced to live on it. Whoever leaves the farm would 

have his portion taken away from him. When there are 50 graduates on the settlement 
who are joined together by friendship, echool days, and competition, the farm yield 
will be more: 


A Fifth Year in the School of Agriculture 


Agricultural guidance should exist. In other words, agricultural science should be 
transferred from the university to the land by obligating the farmers to benefit from 
the agriculture engineers. For example, the head of the agriculture society should 
be an agricultural engineer, and not necessarily one who has clout in the village. 
The agricultural society should expand its activities and should not be guided by 

the staff of the Agricultural Guidance Department of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Therefore, I request that a fifth year should be added to the education program in 
the school of agriculture. This additional year would be similar to a residence 
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year in medical echool, The graduate of the school of agriculture would spend the 
fifth year on the school farm in order to apply hie knowledge and benefit from the 
experience which he would later transfer to the land. Therefore, each agricultural 
school should be granted 10,000 acres to conduct ite experiments and research. A 

law should be passed to prevent the graduate from joining the professional association 
until he has completed his training period. 


Farmers Society 


The schools of agriculture should play an important role in rural development and 
agricultural guidance. We have 14 agricultural schools whose research projects do 
not reach the farmer. Furthermore, the agricultural guidance which is affiliated 
with the government has no relationship with the farmer except through TV commercials. 
I formed “The Farmers Society Por Rural Development" similar to the Society of the 
University of Lowa Society which supervises 33 million of acres within the state. 

I wae exhausted attempting to register the society although most of the agriculture 
ministers were from Alexandria University. 


I have been informed recently that the form of this society will be studied by the 
ministerial committee for production. 


Among the objectives of this society is to get the professor out of his ivory tower 
to participate in practical applications. The society will have all specializations 
such as animal resources and agricultural crops. The society will provide the 
farmers in Egypt with modern science and experiments to increase the production. 

For instance, why does the acre of cotton in one governorate yield 10 qantare while 
the acre in another governorate yield only 7 qantars? This is due to a lack of 
proper guidance which is our responsibility. The world lives in a technological 
revolution and we should re-examine and evaluate our objectives in order to catch 

up with the technological revolution. 


Protein 


I asked the nutrition professor of Alexandria University the question: Is it 
necessary to eat meat? 


[Answer] The body needs a minimum of protein which ranges between 40 and 70 grams a 
day in order to stay healthy, according to the UN report. Meat gives 21 grams, 

fish 28 grams poultry 9 grams, milk 9 grams, and cheese 5 grams. This means that 

we can substitute fish, poultry, and other protein sources for meat. In Egypt we 
consume 1,096,000 tons of protein a year of which 150,000 tons are animal protein. 
The figure for animal protein should be at least 450,000 tons. We must pay attention 
to farming poultry and fish. 


Poultry 


There are only five merchants who control the marketing of poultry. The breeder 
should sell the chicken when it reaches a maximum of 54 days old, otherwise the 
value of the feed it eate will be wasted. Therefore, he must yield to the pressures 
of the merchant who has the facilities for slaughter, refrigerators for storage, 

and trucks for transporting the chicken. The breeder sells the chicken for 76 
piastere--and of course-—he makes a profit. The merchant sells it for a price that 
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ranges between 150 and 200 piasters. It is possible to establish thousands of 
societies for farming poultry. The facility for poultry farming which houses 5000 
chicken, coste 9000 Egyptian pounds. Since the chicken grow.h cycle is very fast 
which ‘e (54 days), then in the second cycle it is possib'e to have 50,000 eggs. 

You sell whatever you can and the rest will hatch, Any organization large or emall 
can establish thie and put shares on the market for 10 Egyptian pounds a share, This 
society can provide its workers, whose number is estimated at 10 thousand professors, 
workers, and students, with self-sufficiency of poultry. This way there would be 
enough poultry and the price would not exceed 1 Egyptian pound per chicken, 


We in Alexandria University are undertaking a huge project. We have a British loan 
of 1.5 million Egyptian pounds. The Ministry of Planning is paying the inetallments 
and we will repay the ministry out of the project's return. An agreement had been 
made with an agricultural British firm to establish an automatic slaughter house, a 
canning factory, and methods to utilize the by-products as well. This project would 
use the most current agro-mechanical equipment. 


Fish 


I always call for a halt in filling up any lake in Egypt with earth. The Mediter- 
ranean Sea has become polluted and its fish have decreased. There are a few kinds 
of good eating fish to be obtained from the Red Sea. Therefore, we should pay 
special attention to fish breeding in the lakes. There are 550,000 acres of lakes 
in Egypt of which each acre produces a ton of fish. In comparison the acre in 
China produces 8 tons of fish per acre. 


If an organization for fish resources is established and utilizes the modern 
scientific methods for breeding fish in the lakes, it will be possible to produce 
4 million tons a year. 


The Public Sector Shares 


[Question] If your ideas and projects are carried out, will the meat and poultry 
crisis end? 


[Answer] The crisis is not just a meat crisis, it is an economic planning crisis. 
Any type of economic, agricultural, or industrial development requires stability and 
a clear policy. A study of the economic plan which includes wages and prices should 
be carefully conducted, Specialists from the University should take part in such 

a study. The public sector should be independent from the government. . resident 
Sadat was right when he said that the government should not interfere in production. 
This is the principle designated by the “Infitah (open economic) Policy." The share 
of the public sector companies should be put on the market for both the workers and 
the public. An assembly of share holders should elect a chairman of the board for 
the company while the government could appoint a co-chairman to maintain an interest 
in its share. This concept could be activated in the meat and milk companies and 

if it succeeds it should be applied to other sectors. 
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Elimination of Subsidies 


The state pays 1 million Egyptian pounds a year to subsidize the frozen meat. This 
meat seeps out on the black market to butchers and hotele who pay very high prices 
for it. Add to thie the subsidy of imported forage. The victimes are the state and 
the citizens. I see that subsidy should be gradually eliminated over a 10 year 
period at a rate of 10 percent every year in addition to a clear economic policy by 
which every citizen would know his righte and obligations. Furthermore, I demand 
the abolishment of the Government Cooperatives where the staff riote and the subsidy 
does not reach those who deserve it. Those societies should be converted into civic 
societies and their boards of directors formed from the citizens or the workers 

who have a greater interest in their societies than outside managers. Frankly 
speaking, we attempted a planned economy but it did not succeed. Therefore, we 
should try the free economic system encouraging competition and other factore which 
would lead to increased food production. The state's role should be one of helping, 
offering facilities, and controlling in order to prevent deviation and enforce the 
law. 


Before closing, I asked Dr Shazli about the college research budget last year. He 
said, "13,000 Egyptian pounds." 


9607 
CSO: 4802 


13 

















STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS OF IRAQ-IRAN WAR EXPLORED 
Paris DEFENSE NATIONALE in French Nov 80 pp 119-124 


[Article dated 2 October 1980 »y Jacques Vernant, Director of Studies at the EHESS: 
"The Iraqi-Iranian Conflict") 


{[Text] Mr Saddam Husayn must have knuwn that by denouncing on 17 September the 
Algiere agreement of 6 March 1975, and by proclaiming that Iraq would henceforth 
enforce its sovereignty over both banks of the Shatt Al Arab, ordering the follow- 
ing day that all ships sailing on the Shatt Al Arab would have to run up the Iraqi 
flag and pay a tax the amount of which would be set by Baghdad, that he was trig- 
gering a conflict with Iran in the very short term. Iran, whether we are talking 
about the Islamic Republic or about a different government, could only refuse to 
comply. So on 22 September the Iraqi Air Force bombed the Iranian airfields, un- 
doubtedly attempting to imitate the tactics which by having allowed the Israelis 
in 1967 to secure total mastery of the air gave them victory in 6 days. The fol- 
lowing day Baghdad was announcing thet the Iraqi armed forces had invaded Iranian 


territory. 


By taking the initiative of opening hostilities with Iran, the Baghdad regime could 
not have been unaware that it was running a risk. Any war entails one, even for 


those who can pride themselves on having an overwhelming military superiority. The 
Soviet Union is experiencing this in Afghanistan to its cost. 


Saddam Husayn's decision can have two explanations. Either he underestimated the 
Iranian armed forces’ capacity for resistance and the strength of Persian patriot- 
iem and let himself be convinced that the Islamic regime would collapse with the 

firet shock, or else he considered the Ayatollah and his ideology to be a serious 


enough danger to justify taking major risks. 


If you accept the first hypothesis, Saddam Husayn committed the error which brought 
J. F. Kennedy the Bay of Pigs fiasco. The Iranian emigres located in Baghdad and 
elsewhere have been able to persuade the Iraqi leaders that strong forces of op- 
position would band together against the Islamic regime as soon as "liberators" 
appeared. This lost sight of the fact that Iran is one of the three countries of 
the region--with Egypt and Turkey--to which the term nation can justifiably be ap- 
plied. By that I mean that we are talking about “old” countries which are still 
going strong not only thanks to the framework provided by a government, an army and 
a police force, but because of the influence of a history and long life in common. 

















The lranian resistance to the invasion, which appeare to have surprised the at- 
tackere and an amazingly poorly informed international public opinion, was fore- 
seeable. 


The second hypothesis would imply that the anti-establishment fundamentalism of 
the Iranian mullahe ie setting off more reverberations in the Arab world than is 
apparent--and that the Iraqi Baas [Ba'athist party?) in particular is worried. 
The support provided to Iraq by Jordan, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait and Morocco could also be explained by the fear that the Iranian revolu- 
tionary virus might be contagious. Paradoxically it is the conservative Gulf and 
Maghreb states which have taken the side of a secular and progressive if not so- 
cialist government. This is a real “Holy Alliance"-——but for how long?--against a 
spoileport who does not abide by the rules of the game. And, for varied reasons, 
Syria, Libya and Algeria favor Iran. 


If it were a matter of a weak adversary, ready to give in, or of an intolerable 
threat, the invasion of Iran by Iraq would be strategically justified, if one were 
assured that the war would be short and would “pay off." At the time I am writing 
thie that hope does not seem to be well-founded: the war will probably neither 
be short nor pay off for Iraq. 


But did not Saddam Husayn's strategy consist of taking territorial pawns in Iran 
in order to wait in a position of strength for his initial objectives to be ac- 
complished: recognition by Iran of Iraqi sovereignty over the Shatt Al Arab, Iran's 
giving up the three little islands controlling the Strait of Hormuz which Teheran 
has been occupying since 1971, and a change of government in Iran? This scenario, 
which anticipates the intervention of Iranian forces against the Islamic regime, is 
even more implausible in the context of a hypothesis of a war of position than in 
a "blitzkrieg" hypothesis. A war of attrition works in favor of mobilizing a popu- 
lation sensitive to the wounded homeland's call for help--and which moreover is 
able to think that since it has triumphed over the Shah's army it does not need to 
be afraid of confronting an Arab army. Aside from the not very probable case in 
which the Iranian population might be in a state of "shock" as a result of a crush- 
ing military defeat, it is seemingly out of the question that it would passively 
stand by during a military coup ending the government stemming from the Khomeyni 
revolution. 


In these circumstancer, contrary to appearances and to the hasty interpretations 
of the first daye >» » conflict, Iran is not in the position of being the weak 
one up against ‘ e : ag one; far from it. And it was to be expected that Teh- 
eran would refus. ,ive in to Baghdad's commands. To recognize Iraqi sovereignty 
over the Shatt Al b would have been to accept the idea that all ships going to 
or coming from Abadan and Khorramshahr were crossing Iraqi territorial waters. To 
agree to this demand and the one concerning the three little islands in the Strait 


of Hormuz would have been to recognize the gulf as Arab-~-and under Iraqi control. 


Quite apart from the use of force through which it intends to validate its rights, 
Baghdad invokes legal reasons. In 1913 the Treaty of Constantinople had granted 
the Ottoman Empire sovereignty over the whole of the Shatt Al Arab with the ex- 
ception of some islands and mooring grounds. The agreement was signed by the Brit- 
ish and Russian plenipotentiaries just as by both parties concerned. This treaty 
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was confirmed in July 1937 between Iraq--which had become independent in 1930--and 
Iran. During the Second World War, Great Britain--the mandatary power from 1920 

to 1930--retook military control of Iraq and was occupying the south of Iran, ite 
activity starting in 1941 by a naval bombardment of the Iranian fleet at Khorramshahr. 
The agreement signed in 1975 by the Shah and Saddam Husayn settled the border prob- 
lem-basically the Shatt Al Arab boider, which was fixed in the middle of the river 
in accordance with Iranian demands. In return Iraq got Iran to break off its mili- 
tary aid to the Kurds who had been rebelling for more than 20 years. And so it 

was done. The Iraqi government today refers to the pressure it had to give in to 

in 1975 and to the “unconscionable” nature of the bargain imposed on it. 


However, it should be mentioned that nearly all formal international agreements 
could be questioned under the pretext that they were concluded "out of necessity.” 
It is quite rare that a state agrees to concessions if it does not feel forced to. 
Forced to, given the circumstances; if these change, the state goes back on its 
commitments. There you have the precise meaning of the “rebus sic stantibus” 
clause, explicit or implicit in classical treaties. Now then, the international 
community seems to accept--for want of a better way--that an international agree- 
ment labelled unconscionable by one of the parties can be questioned by the force 
of arms. Thus regarding international relations other than those of the Great Pow- 
ers, we are still in the era of Clausewitz. In the areas of the world where new 
States have sprung up, wars are a natural product in away. Contrary to what cer- 
tain people used to think, independence and development do not give peece to those 
countries which enjoy them. Independence releases ambitions: national, partisan, 
and personal; development guarantees the possession of modern military means, 
which can be used for tests of strength. 


In this international environment, conflicts often break out without the Great Pow- 
ers having anything to do with them and they are equally incapable of putting an 

end of them. One cannot seriously maintain that the United States provoked or indeed 
agreed with the Iraqi military action. At a time when the hostage affair was seem- 
ingly getting unjammed, and when negotiation could be considered, with Teheran not 
setting unacceptable conditions any more, Washington had no interest, in the current 
election context, in making Iran bleed, or in stirring up tensions, even if it re- 
serves the right to bet on a simple eviction of the "religious types" who are run- 

ning the country. But Washington strategists are not that naive. As for the USSR, 

it is placed in an awkward position by the initiative, a hazardous one at the very 

least, of one of its Arab clients. The only indirect advantage that Moscow finds 

in the new international situation is that there is no more interest in Afghanistan 

and that the Islamic Conference will, after the Iraqi attack, find it difficult to 

call down the wrath of God and men on someone like Russia who has attacked a Moslem 
country. 


Control of the conflict by the two Great Powers turns out to be difficult. All that 
is in their power to do is to remain outside it. In order for them to be able to 
end it, the two Great Powers would in effect have to be decided to act in a concer- 
ted fashion, or the United Nations would have to have real muscle--which comes 

back to the same thing, since the Charter anticipated the United Nations having its 
own forces which have not been able to become reality for lack of agreement between 
Americans and Soviets. It is not certain that today this agreement is a sufficient 
condition for peace to be kept or reestablished. But it is a necessary condition. 
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Be that as it may, in this new crisis--which will leave ite mark on the region, let 
us not doubt that--the United States and the Soviet Union are forced to maneuver 
with extreme caution. The United States must be concerned with the fate of the hos- 
tages held in Iran and protect the chance to warm up ite relations with Teheran in 
the future; it has to at the same time take into account the signe by which Baghdad 
has recently indicated its desire to strengthen its ties with the West. Moscow, 
linked by a treaty with Iraq, cannot betray ite ally; but the USSR does not for 

all that espouse Baghdad's cause. It does not intend to sacrifice the advantages 
which it has in Iran in order to satisfy Iraq's national ambitions--supposing that 
these could be achieved. 


The Iraq-Iranian conflict invites other observations. 


1.--We must observe how difficult it is to find an appropriate framework for negotia- 
tion or mediation. As far as the United Nations is concerned, neither Iraq (the 
aggressor) nor Iran (the country attacked) has shown itself to be in a hurry to 
submit to the Security Council which is normally the competent body in matters jeo- 
pardizing peace. It is only on 26 September, 4 days after the launching of hostili- 
ties, that on Iran's request the Islamic Conference met, the President of Pakistan 
General Zia Ul Haq presiding, who was entrusted with a mission of mediation. It 

is only on 28 September that the Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution 
enjoining the two parties to stop shooting and enter into negotiations. On 23 Sep- 
tember, the Vice President of the United States Muskie [as published] and USSR 
Foreign Affairs Minister Gromyko had had long talks in New York. Iraq agreed to 

a ceasefire. Iran observed that the Security Council was not requiring the with- 
drawal of Iraq's forces and made plain that it would not negotiate as long as one 
Iraqi soldier remained on national territory. 


2.--Within the Moslem community this conflict can only weaken the Arab countries 
and the “Arab cause." Even more than the conflict itself, the fallout which it 
cannot fail to have will reduce the international influence of Arabs to the advan- 
tage of Moslem non-Arab countries. 


3.--The Iraqi undertaking was more risky even than it appeared at first sight. 
Assuming that Baghdad were to succeed in pulling it off--which, I repeat, was ex- 
tremely unlikely--Israel would undoubtedly not have permitted Iraq to consolidate 
its advantages. The destabilizing effect of the Iraqi action was therefore making 
itself felt well beyond the gulf region and occasioned much more serious risks 
than those which result from our oil dependence. 


4.--The Iraqi undertaking had the effect of uniting varied components of the Iran- 
ian nation around the government. It is to be feared that it might have fallout in 
Iraq itself and that the effect of destabilization might not be felt only outside 
the country. 


5.--Finally, it would be interesting to analyze what the reasons are for the press 
and mass media in France and of course in Europe to have been so clearly sympathetic 
to Iraq and optimistic about the success of its military intervention, when an analy- 
sis of the facts and a minimum of reasoning lead to opposite conclusions. 
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IRAN 


SUPPLYING OF WEAPONS TO IRAN, IRAQ DETAILED 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 24 Nov 80 pp 142-146 
[Article: "Iran/Iraq--Who Supplies the Weapons") 


[Text] Soviet arms go to Iraqis and Iranians, U.S. planes 
provide supplies for the ayatollah from Libya, Soviet planes 
fly war materiel from Saudi Arabia to Iraq, Israelis with 
Syrian approval supply Iran via Beirut--the helpers in the 
wa being waged in the oilfields apparently are not governed 
by their old antagonisms. 


The attackers were taken by surprise. For weeks the Iraqis had been content to 
keep the port of the Iranian city of Khorramshahr occupied; the center of the city, 
they figured, would soften up on its own. 


But when they finally made their first attempt also to occupy the town proper, they 
were in for a surprise. 


The defenders did not surrender by any means. Even after having used up their 
ammunition, the men of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard fought on, this time with 
clubs and knives. "They were simply mad," an Iraqi major said later in amazement. 


Meanwhile the Iranians as a rule no longer have to fall back on such cut~-and-thrust 
weapons. Nor will they have to do so in the foreseeable future. 


On adventurous routes, enough war materiel is reaching Iran to enable its people 
to hold their own in the battle in the oilfields which has been rocking back and 
forth undecided for more than 9 weeks. The supplies, however, do not suffice to 
give Khomeyni's fighters the upper hand. 


The harassed realm of the ayatollah is getting help from the most varied countries, 
which in quite a number of cases definitely are enemies of one another. As if 
sometimes bloody differences all of a sudden did not matter any longer, Israel 

and also Israel's archenemy Libya, communist North Korea and anticommunist South 
Korea are supporting Iran. 


Ahead of all the rest, however, the Soviet Union is rendering daily aid. NATO 
intelligence experts are sure that, while untiringly protesting strict neutrality 
in the conflict, the rulers in the Kremlin are supporting both sides. 


18 











Iraq is being given direct support by the Russians, who are supplying munitions as 
well as spare parte for planes and armored vehicles on the basis of agreements con- 
cluded before the war. 


Iran, on the other hand, is being supplied by Moscow more or less discreetly 
through satellites and friendly countries. Western experts claim that transport 
for the most part is handled by the seven jumbos of Iran Air. The huge planes, 
each of which can carry 90 tons of freight, take on spare parts and probably also 
munitions in the GDR and transport them to Tehran via Poland. 


According to the same experts, Bulgaria is an important turntable in the supply of 
the two warring sides. They say that Sofia's official airline, the Bulgarian 
Airlines-Balkan, transports supplies both to the Syrian capital, Damascus, to be 
passed on to Iran, and to the Jordanian capital, Amman, to be passed on to Baghdad. 


Iranian jumbos take off from the runways of Libyan Chief of State Qadhdhafi, who-- 
involved in every crisis--has opened his well-filled arsenals and ammunition depots 
for the harassed mullahs. Via Bulgaria and through Soviet air space, the war 
materiel reaches Khomeyni's country unimpeded--small arms, armored planes and 
Soviet ZSU 23-4 Vierlings antiaircraft tanks. 


Even U.S. planes are flying on the ayatollah's side. According to NATO intelli- 
gence, the Flying Tiger Line, thoroughly experienced in delicate missions for 
decades, is transporting Libyan arms donations on official air routes of the 
Mediterranean and via Turkey to Iran. Does Washington really not know anything 
about that? 


Like Libya, Iran supporter Syria too is in a position to supply Western arms, such 
as Hot and Milan antitank rockets jointly produced by the Germans and French. 


The Israelis as well, who at one time were often cursed publicly by the ayatollah, 
are helping him with important spare parts, because Iran, enemy of its enemy Iraq, 
after all is less close and less dangerous. 


According to Western military experts, the Israeli supplies, with Syrian concur- 
rence, are trarsshipped in the Christian part of Beirut and transported to their 
destination by the Lebanese freight forwarders Trans-Mediterranean Airways. 


Even the distant North Koreans have their hand in it, loading Iranian jumbos in 
Pyongyang with supplies from Soviet arsenals. These are needed to a certain ex- 
tent because Reza Pahlevi for his shiny armor had also procured minor quantities of 
Soviet antiaircraft guns, infantry tanks and trucks. 


According to Western situation estimates, U.S. arms captured in Vietnam also are 
being shipped from the Far East to Iran. 


Whatever their new friends cannot come up with, the mullahs are purchasing with 
foreign currency from international arms dealers. For maintenance and repair they 
have hired Japanese and South Korean specialists who know how to handle the equip- 
ment, mostly of U.S. origin. 











The Far Eastern helpers are not having an easy time, for the one-time strongest and 
most modern war machine of the region is now but a shadow of what it once was. 


Of the total of 450 Iranian fighter planes--U.S. F-4 Phantoms, F-5 Tigers and F-14 
Tomcats--only 120 are regarded as combat ready, and none of the 78 Tomcats is 
among those 120. The latter are so sophisticated technologically that they cannot 
be kept in flying condition without U.S. support. 


The situation is different as far as the Phantoms and Tigers are concerned. When- 
ever there was a lack of spares, they were without ado taken from other aircraft, 
which, to use aviation jargon, were "cannibalized." 


But the Iranians not on’y lack equipment; they also lack experienced pilots. All 
pilots trained in the United States originally were considered suspect by the 
mullahs, part of them being dismissed and part even imprisoned. In the meantime, 
however, the proper ideology has become secondary. More than 100 pilots trained 
in the United States have been taken from their prison cells and put in the 
cockpits of combat-ready aircraft. 


It was the Iranian Phantom pilots above all who confused the Iraqis with their 
stunts. At minaret height, for example, they would thunder over Baghdad or, as 
they had learned in the United States, outmaneuver the Iraqi antiaircraft rockets 
supplied by the Soviets. 


Many of the flying Iranians, however, never reached enemy territory. Since, 
owing to the lack of spares, the electronic friend-foe identification system did 
not work, a number of Iranian planes were brought down by their own air force, 
while others crashed because of technical difficulties-—-more than 40 in all. 


At the beginning of the fighting, Western scouts noted 1 1/2 actions per plane per 
day--in other words, a total of 180--but in the meantime the rate of action has 
dropped dramatically. Now there are only about 60 sorties a day, and the rate is 
dropping further. The NATO standard is three sorties per day per plane, with a 
greater number supposed to be possible, if need be. 


No wonder, then, that the crippled air force of the ayatollah was unable to do 
much when 9 of the total of 12 Iraqi divisions (not just 3, as Baghdad President 
Saddam Hussein had announced) crossed the borders of the eastern neighbor on a 
600-Kilometer-wide front on 22 September. 


In the northern sector the 7th and 8th Motorized Infantry Divisions together with 
the 2d Mountain Division advanced to the foot of the Kabir Mountains, which reach 
up to 2,000 meters, occupying a territory of a total of 400 square kilometers 
claimed by Baghdad. 


In the center sector, topographically favorable for the use of armored units, the 
Iraqis made the greatest territorial gains. Their 9th and 10th Armored Divisions 
approached the town of Desful about 70 kilometers from the Iranian border, while 
the 6th Armored Division and the lst Motorized Infantry Division advanced toward 
Ahwaz. 








The objective of tne operation: To cut the routes between northern and southern 
Iran along the Karkheh river and thus to make replenishment more difficult for the 
Iranians. 


In the south the 3d Armored Division and the 5th Motorized Infantry Division as 
well as special and militia forces crossed the Shatt~al-Arab, the river through 
which the Euphrates and Tigris flow into the Persian Gulf, encircling the cities 
of Khorramshahr and Abadan. 


By controlling the Shatt-al-Arab, according to NATO experts, Saddam Hussein had 
attained his military objectives. They believe that rather than taking Khorramshahr 
and Abadan through costly house-to-house fighting, he is setting them up for 

seizure by bombarding them with artillery and tank cannon—supposedly the correct 
military procedure. 


The soft marshland along the river does not permit massive employment of armored 
vehicles, and the Iraqi president does not want his none too numerous infantry 
formations to bleed to death in street fighting against a militant population 
amply equipped with small arms. 


Moreover Sunnite Hussein is afraid of unfavorable effects on the Shiite part of his 
people if he has their Iranian coreligionists slaughtered by the thousands. 


Besides, the Iraqis were faced with unexpected problems particularly in the south, 
for the Iranians managed to make combat ready 50 to 70 of their total of about 205 
U.S. Huey Cobra helicopters. 


The agile helicopters, equipped with air-to-ground rockets and other arms, operate 
from a distance outside the range of Iraqi air defense forces. 


First the Iraqis employed helicopters of their own, then even MIG 21 and MIG 23 So- 
viet fighter planes, against the Huey Cobras--without avail. Now they are trying 
to spot the helicopters from the ground and destroy them, which too is causing 
them difficulties in light of their poor reconnaissance. 


How long the two sides will be able to continue their fight--occasionally dis- 
paraged by the Americans as "Mickey Mouse war"--is difficult to predict in light 

of the many unexpected and often incalculable helpers, for despite all the reports 
of military successes, Iraq so far has not managed to attain its actually political 
objective—to shake the Khomeyni regime in Tehran and compel it formally to 
recognize new borders farther east. 


Western experts believe that Baghdad will perhaps be able to maintain its military 
superiority on the battlefield for half a year, but then the higher population 
figure--Iran has 37 million inhabitants while Iraq has only 13 million--will make 
itself felt. 


Until then Tehran, however, would also have to find new financial resources. Its 
reserves, estimated at 6 billion doll»rs at present, cau only last until spring. 
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The Iraqi dollar cushion, on the other hand--about 18 billion at the start of the 
war--will last longer, particularly because the allied Saudis have assumed Baghdad's 
oil delivery responsibilities, supplying Iraq's customers with Saudi oil. The pay- 
ments are transmitted by Riyadh to Baghdad as war credits. 


The Saudis are also sending arms. Western scouts claim to have observed that of all 
things big Soviet Il 76 transports (NATO code: "Candid") have taken large quanti- 
ties of war materiel from the desert kingdom, which continues to have no relations 
with Moscow, to Iraq. 


The war situation might, however, change abruptly if the mullahs finally release 
the U.S. hostages detained for more than a year, because then Washington has 
promised not only to release the Iranian assets frozen in the United States but 
also to deliver the arms that were still ordered and paid for by the shah. 


The other Western countries too would no longer be tied to the trade embargo 
against Iran. A NATO expert comments: "Because of the hostages, President Saddam 
Hussein feels he is really being pressed for time." 
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IRAN 


LIBYAN ENVOY TO TEHRAN CALLS SADDAM 'FASCIST DICTATOR' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 8 Nov 80 p 10 


[Text] The notion that Saddam, according to him, gave part of 
Iraq's territory to the shah and now he wants to retrieve it 
from Khomeyni is absolutely ridiculous. 


Saddam is not only fighting the people of Iran, but also the 
people of Iraq. 


When Imam Khomeyni said that blood will be victorious over the 
sword, ecience did not accept it. But, the power of the Islamic 
revolution has proven the imam's words right. 


Libya feels a responsibility concerning the destruction caused 
by the war in Iran. 


Qadhdhafi is neither a legislator nor the president of Libya. 

He does what the Libyan people want. Saddam asked Libya and 
several other countries for assistance in fighting the shah. 
However, surprisingly, three months after this request, we wit- 
nessed him on television embracing the shah like a brother. 

Even though he has constantly issued anti-Israeli slogans, Saddam 
has not even sent one airplane to fight the regime in occupied 
Palestine. 


Sa'd Mojabbar, the Libyan ambassador to Iran, made these state- 
ments in an exclusive interview with our correspondents. 


What you will read below is the complete text of the questions 
and anewers of the Libyan ambassador to then. 


Question: What kind of relationship do you see between the revolutions of Iran and 
Libya? 


Answer: I have always pointed out that the relationship between the !slamic revolu- 
tions of Iran and Libya is a strategic one. In my opinion, both countries must work 
very hard to be able to universalize the Islamic revolution and to help it progress 
to such a state of development that all the downtrodden of the world, regardless of 
color or creed, can live freely under ite godly power. I have also mentioned many 





times that the relationship between the Islamic revolutions of Iran and Libya is 
one the likes of which have not been witnessed anywhere elee in the world, 


Question: What do you think about those who want to cloud the relationship between 
Iran and Libya, such as Egypt and lerael? 


Anewer: In my opinion, there existe no country in the world which is able to create 
friction between us. The reason is simple: because these two countries are com- 
pletely independent and make their own decisions. These two countries do not follow 
anyone's orders, they determine their own destinies. 


We are not talking about Egypt, we are talking about an individual who, as a presi- 
dent forced on the people, has usurped power. Not only is he incapable of being an 
enemy of Libya and Iran, but he is even incapable of being an enemy of Egypt. He 
has merely set the flag of the Qods occupiers flying higher than that of Islam over 
Cairo mosques and his true face is clearly seen by all. Since about 11 years ago, 
we have been supporting the Islamic revolution of Iran, because we need the power 
of God, the power of the two Islamic revolutions of Iran and Libya, to universalize 
the Islamic revolution. This is something which would have been impossible single- 
handedly. Now--God willing--with the help of God and the support of our Lranian 
brothers, we will establish the government of God and will bring the gifts of free- 
dom, independence, and peace to the oppressed people of the world. Thus, you can 
readily see that given this great, sacred goal, people such as Sadat and the occupy- 
ing Qods regime are too insignificant to create friction in the Islamic revolution- 
ary movement of these two countries. As it has been proven to the world, Islam is 
a religion whose superiority has been proven to all the people of the world. 


Reasons for the Postponement of Qadhdhafi's Trip 


Question: What is the reason for the postponement of Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi's trip to 
Damascus? 


Answer: Whether Colonel Qadhdhafi will go or not is an issue inflated by the press 
who wish to draw conclusions from it. No problem exists and--God willing--when the 
proper opportunity comes, Colonel Qadhdhafi will go to Damascus. But, what I think 
is worth mentioning is that Colonel Qadhdhafi's trips to any place are decided by 
the General People's Committee of Libya and he, himself, makes no decisions in these 
matters. In fact, Qadhdhafi is not a legislator or president of Libya to make deci- 
sions and he is well aware of this. When he proposed the unification of Libya and 
Syria, the decision was made in the Committee. If he were to make decisions like a 
king, 4 president, or any other power, he could simply express his opinion and 
decide personally. But, in Libya, we do not have a king or a president. Decisions 
are made by the General People's Committee. At the proper time, and following the 
command of the people, Qadhdhafi will go to Syria. Of course, I must mention that 
the proposal for this unity was first presented by Colonel Qadhdhafi himself and 
was warmly received by Hafiz al-Assad. 


Revolution and Scientific Balance 
Question: Geographically, the two enemies, Egypt and Israel, are located exactly 


between you and Syria. Do you not think that the unification will cause border 
problems in the future? 














Anewer: Geography, physice, and mathematics will not influence the revolution. 
The power of revolution overshadows science. I am referring to the Islamic revolu- 
tion of Iran, which was not logical according to physics or mathematical calcula- 
tions. A person sitting on a blanket in Parise was saying: blood will triumph over 
the sword. Although neither physice nor any other ecience accepts this statement, 
basically it ie ecientifically implausible for blood to triumph over the eword, or 
for the Iranian people in the streets wearing shrouds to fight tanke and machine 
guns, although thie is not acceptable as far as physics or any other science is 
concerned, as you witnessed yourselves in the Islamic revolution of Iran, the 
shah's army, which was perhaps the fifth most powerful in the world, could not 
stand up againet the people. Blood was, in fact, victorious over the sword. 


The same is true of the Libyan revolution. In the Libyan revolution, we were con- 
fronted with five American and three British military bases. Colonel Qadhdhafi and 
a few of his fellow officers stood up against them. Could anyone believe tha: 
Qadhdhafi and his companions would be victorious? As far as physics, mathematics, 
or any other science was concerned, this was impossible. Sut, with the help of 
"Allah," it became possible. Now that 11 years have passed since that victory, not 
only must Syria and Libya unite, but Jordan, Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, and others must 
also participate in this union, so that we can take the lst step towards an Islamic 
movement. Every day that we can take the lst step towards an Islamic movement. 
Every day a number of ou: brothers are martyred in Lebanon and Palestine. But, we 
cannot wait for others to join us, we must act quickly. We cannot hold up physics 
or any other science as our foundation and wait. Our foundation is God, and we move 
with Him. Unity between Libya and Syria is our first movement to preserve the Quran 
and Islam. We know that problems exist along this path; but, since we trust in God, 
we do not fear Israel, Egypt, or any other power. 


The World and the Unification of Libya and Syria 


Question: There is no doubt that this is a sacred and human relationship. But, 
has the reaction of other Arab countries been positive? 


Answer: Many people and governments welcome this unity and have sent us congratu- 
latory messages. But, I must mention that positions are clear. Those who oppose 
the enemies of Islam and oppression are with us. And those who believe the opposite, 
obviously dislike this unification. 


Question: What is your position concerning Iraq's forced war on Iran and its reac- 
tions in your country and other Arab countries? 


Answer: Allow me to speak frankly. In this war, both parties are guilty to a cer- 
tain extent. But, throughout the world, every Moslem must be happy to witness the 
victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran. Because this revolution has strengthened 
the Moslem front against the enemies of Islam, imperialism, and the enemies of 
freedom and independence. But, with the victory of this revolution and the 
strengthening of the Moslem front, it would have been better if the forces would 
have united to fight against the real enemy, Israel, the usurper, because the coun- 
try which truly needs freedom is Palestine. The result of this futile war has been 
the waste of millions of dollars which should have been spent to fight Israel. 
Another result has been the destruction of economic resources, including oil, large 
amounts of war machinery, and, most important of all, thousands of Iranian and 
Iraqi brothers. 








Il remember four monthe ago, Colonel Qadhdhafi sent a telegram to Mr Bani-Sadr and 
Saddam Hussein asking them not to escalate the skirmishes. But, unfortunately, 

the war did epread. We have continually tried to stop it, for example, by bring- 
ine the minister of the Islamic conference in Libya. Unfortunately, however, 
Saddam refused to listen to us. Since we are trying to move in step with lelanm, 

we did not fight him in thie respect, because our Lranian brothers needed no help 
from ue. But we still believe that the Iranian forces oppose Ierael and imperial- 
iem; therefore, Saddam's statement that Iranians are infidels is unacceptable to us. 


At a time when many of the weapons of Israel in ite war with Arabs were supplied by 
Iran, and at a time when Lran was giving millions of barrels of oil to lerael and 
other imperialists daily, Saddam was not calling Iranians infidels. I remember 
exactly three months before the fall of the Pahlavi regime, Farah was invited to 
Baghdad for a friendly visit. Did Saddam not think of Iranians as infidels then? 
Furthermore, right after the revolution, when the Iranians recognized the true 
rights of the Palestinians, closed the Ieraeli embassy and turned it into a Pales- 
tinian embassy, he concluded that Iranians are anti-Ielam and anti-Arab. 


How could anyone make such accusations against a country whose leader, Imam 
Khomeyni, condemned Israel in 1961 and recognized the rights of the Palestinians? 
Even if border differences do exist between Iran and Iraq, and even if the Lranians 
have taken over some of Iraq's territory, under circumstances such that Iran is 
totally opposed to lerael and seeks to spread Islam, is this the time to speak of 
problems such as a few kms of territory or the annulment of the 1975 treaty’ 


The notion that, according to Saddam, he gave part of Iraq's territory to the shah 
and now he wants to retrieve it from Khomeyni is absolutely ridiculous. 


Saddam himself signed the 1975 treaty, and it was he who asked Libya, Algeria, 
Syria, Palestine, and several other countries to aid him against the shah. Colonel 
Qadhdhafi gave a very significant speech concerning this and we sent a representa- 
tive to Baghdad to find out what we could do for him. Three months later, however, 
we saw him on television embracing the shah like his own brother. It was then that 
he signed the 1975 treaty, too. But (Jalud) answered: never; we cannot join with 
an enemy of Islam and freedom. From then on our relationship began to cool. 


Il have previously told the president and the prime minister of [ran that if Lran 
had occupied even one piece of rock belonging to Iraq, we would have fought Iran, 
because we would have known that Iran sought to occupy Iraq. But, everyone knows 
that Saddam started it. Imam Khomeyni said a long time ago that you don't want a 
em of Iraqi territory. He also said: the true people of Iraq will govern that 
country after Saddam's regime. Therefore, the position of Libya is quite clear. 
We support the people of Iran and Iraq. Saddam is not only at war with the people 
of Iran but aleo with the people of Iraq. He is a dictator. He is a fascist. At 
@ time when Iraq and Syria were supposed to unite, he put Hasan al-Bekr aside with 
trickery and hypocrisy, took the power into his own hands, and destroyed all those 
who were interested and involved in this unification. Thus, he cleared the field 
and took over. In 1977, when Sadat visited the regions of occupied Palestine and 
his betrayal became known, Colonel Qadhdhafi asked for an Arab conference to inves- 
tigate Sadat's actions along with the crimes of the Israeli regime and to make 
appropriate decisions, because Sadat had created a great fissure in the unity of 
the Arabs. Iraq was the only country which spoke of Arab unity, anti-imperialiem, 
and against oppression and tyranny. But, this same country cut off ite relations 
with the Arabs and played no role in the Arab movement against Ierael. Now, it is 











fighting our Moslem brothers, whether in Iran or Iraq. Saddam constantly issued 
slogans, but he did not even send one airplane for ocoupied Palestine. Why’ 


Because Saddam cannot understand who is ar enemy and who is a friend and Moslem 
brother. Many thinge can be said about Saddam's tyrannical deeds in Iraq. How 
could Saddam speak of democracy and freedom when he has created this war? We 
questioned him, made suggestions to him, and told him that it was wrong to start 
this war. But, he paid no attention. Now, he considers us an enemy of the Arab 
nations. We are not an enemy of the Arabs. It is he who has taken an anti-Arab 
stance. We will fight any power that seeks to disrupt the independence and freedom 
of Arabs, even if it were Iran. But the problem is that Saddam, not Iran, works 
against Arabe. 


Under such conditions, when the enemy is crouched waiting to attack, how could two 
brother Moslems allow themselves to fight each other? If there are problems with 
the treaty, they must be resolved behind closed doors, because Islam has shown the 
way to solve a problem between two brothers. But, this is not the problem. We con- 
cluded that this dictator is trying to make his mark on history. He wants to become 
famous to assure his place in history. He is a person who has usurped power in Lraq 
and now seeks to use Qadessiyeh as the dividing line between heathenism and Islam, 
against Islam. But, for us it is clear what this dictator wants to do. This 
dangerous undertaking will endanger Islam, the Arabs, and everybody, and we cannot 
condone it. The interesting thing which has surprised us is the people that Saddam 
is killing. Are many of the people of Khuzestan not the same Arab-speaking people 
whom Saddam wants to liberate, or so he says? It is really interesting that he is 
killing the Arabs who live in Iran under the flag of Islam and has forgotten about 
those Arabs who live under the flag of Zionism. One should ask Saddam which group 
needs to be liberated. Obviously, the second group, and not those who live com- 
fortably and in freedom in Iran. 


Responsibility f r the Destruction 


Question: God willing, the war will end some day. What do you think about the 
cooperation between our two countries? 


Answer: When we speak of cooperation, we should note that because of our sacred 
beliefs, we, Iran, Syria, Algeria, and other true Moslem nations must move forward 
united on a path which is that of Islamic government throughout the world. What 
exists in Iran and Libya belongs to us and to Iranians, because we are not separate 
from each other. We feel responsible for the reconstruction of the damages that 
the Iraqi and Iranian people have suffered. God willing, we will play an active 
role in this area. God willing, we will work together to end this war. However, 
as imam Khomeyni has said, this war was a blessing in that it opened our eyes. In 
any case, in the future, we will all unite and an Iraq liberated from dictatorship 
will join us. Then, Iran, Libya, Syria, Algeria, Iraq, Yemen, and others will 
unite and will not allow anyone to dare threaten Moslems. 
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SITUATION OF EVIN PRISON INMATES REPORTED 


Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 17 Nov 80 pp 190, 192 


[Text] They carried him on their shoulders while singing a song. The song praised 
the liberation from the yoke of the shah regime, the liberation from oppression. 
The tune and text of the song had originated in Tehran's Evin Prison, where Iranian 
antishah militants were imprisoned. 


The songs from the time of the shah regime are again sung today, in the same prison: 
always, when one of the prisoners is discharged. 


Arrest as well as discharge are today just as unpredictable for Iranians as they 
were at the time of the shah. Arbitrariness, chaos, humiliation and different kinds 
of torture belong to the daily routine of the Iranian prisons. 


This lesson was learned also by Sadegh Ghotbsadeh, the former foreign minister of 
Iran. Week before last he was taken to Tehran's Evin Prison because he had dared to 
criticize openly the management of the Iranian broadcasting system by the mullahs. 
Ghotbeadeh was set free after a few devs, but only after a personal intervention by 
the ayatollah, whose close friend he has been for years. 


It is normal, however, for a prisoner to remain in prison for many months without 
knowing why and without even being given a hearing. This happens to most political 
prisoners at Evin Prison, and also to most prisoners at Kasr and the other prisons 
in the country, even though the law prescribes that court procedures have to be 
started within 24 hours after the arrest. 


"Uncertainty about one's fate is terrible," says a former prisoner. Another one 
reports: “The inmates are waiting to be called over the intercom, and finally have 
their cases processed. But to most it does not even make any difference whether 
they are set free or not, since they have become so lethargic." 


There are enough reasons why they should be resigned. It happens frequently that a 
person who has been discharged is after a while again taken to prison, where he must 
wait for a long time until his case is heard because new evidence has allegedly been 
discovered. 


This happened to the physician Shaykh al-Islamsade, a former minister under the shah's 
prime minister, Hoveyda. Originally sentenced to death, and subsequently having his 
sentence commuted to life imprisonment, he was later discharged with the explanation 
that a mistake had been made in his case. Hardly had he been set free when he was 
arrested again. Now he is awaiting a new trial, and meanwhile works as prison doctor. 








A worse fate befell a young member of the "Mujahedin-i-chalk," a leftwing Islamic 
militant group. The mujahid was first set free, but then arrested again after 3 
days, and 2 days later he was dead, shot by an execution commando in the "execution 
chamber," a room located next to the solitary confinement section number 4, 


The prisoners housed in this section heard the rattling of submachine gun fire almost 
every night in July and August when death candidates were killed. According to 
reports by Evin inmates, those who are executed are not killed by single shots but 
are punctured with bursts from submachine guns. 


"When they have thus punctured the condemned persons with their bullets," relates 
a prisoner who had listened to these executions for weeks, “they then give each one 
a final shot in the head to make sure that the person is dead. This way we always 
knew how many had been killed each night." 


There are about 2,000 prisoners at Evin Prison in Tehran today. Up to 20 men are 
herded together into so-called open sections, cells of approximately 12 square 
meters. The so-called solitary confinement cells are only 5 square meters, and 
up to 5 prisoners live in them. 


Those in solitary confinement at Evin Prison are primarily left-oriented opposition 
members and Kurds, but also Amir Abbas Intesam, vice premier in the Basargan govern- 
ment. He at least has a chance to prepare himself mentally for his trial, but he is 
not permitted any other kind of preparation. He is not allowed to study documents 
or talk with a defense lawyer. 


Even fewer rights has Zia Nasiri, a leading Afghan resistance fighter against the 
Soviets. He came to Iran to ask for support for Afghan rebels, and he was received 
by Khomeyni and Bani-sadr. But for 7 months now he has been in solitary confine- 
ment, his eyes covered with a bandage and his hands tied. Nobody knows why. 


Among the women awaiting trial at Evin is the U.S. journalist Cynthia Dwyer, who 
was arrested at the beginning of May on the charge of “espionage.” 


Only for some especially qualified Evin inmates has the uncertainty come to an end. 
Some 60 pilots, suspected of rebellion against the government, were hurriedly re- 
leased so that they can make amends for their crimes through brave actions in the 
war against Iraq. 
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"TEHRAN TIMES’ EDITOR APPEALS TO PUBLIC FOR AID 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 Nov 80 p 3 


"An Appeal to Readers") 


[Editorial: 
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ISRAEL 


STRATEGIC VALUE OF GOLAN QUESTIONED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 Oct 80 p 7 
[Article by Matityahu Peled: "Burden, Not Asset") 


[Text] According to a wide-spread misconception, the numerous border incidents 
along our border with Syria in the years prior to the Six-Day War were due to the 
fact that the Syrian army was occupying high positions overlooking our sett lements 
at close range. Another misconception is that by capturing a 15-20 km deep strip 
on the Golan Heights we have removed the threat of Syrian gun fire from our settle- 
ments north of the Sea of Galilee. 


The first misconception is based on the simplistic premise that the border inci- 
dents on our Syria: border were result of the Syrian advantage in altitude. Those 
who espouse this view overlook the fact that while our settlements were harassed 

by the Syrians, the settlements in the Jordan Valley, dominated by the Irbid Heights 
south of the Golan Heights, were living in peace. Why didn't the difference in 
altitude in Irbid cause the same problems as the Golan Heights? 


We can easily answer this question if we remember that after the Six-Day War, 
when things quieted down in the Hulah Valley, trouble started in the southern 
settlements. For several years they experienced the same harassment which the e 
settlements to the north suffered from prior to 1967. Indeed, at that time the 
residents of the Beisan and Jordan Valleys questioned the wisdom of occupying a nar- 
row strip in the Golan which deprived them of their traditional peace. Some of 

them even argued that part of the Irbid Heights should be taken to stop the 
Jordanians from harassing the settlements in the valleys. 


This, as we know, is not how their problem was solved, as indeed it has been in 
recent years. While they were having trouble they were told that peace would 
return to their region when the Jordanians realized that there was no point in 
their harassing the Israeli settlements in the valleys west of their be. der, 

And so it was. Today all the settlements, north and south, enjoy peace, despite 
the fact that the Jordanians are sole masters of the heights, which clearly 
shows that Israeli occupation of the heights is not what makes their sett lements 
in the valley secure. 


As for the quiet on the Syrian side of the border, i is certainly not the result 
of Israel's presence in a narrow strip on the edge oi the Golan Heights. Syrian 
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gune are back in almost the same positions as before the Six-Day War. All Hulah 
Valley settlements are within effective range of Syrian artillery, exactly as they 
were before overtaking the Golan. Yet there are no border incidents between us 
and the Syrians. 


The reason is quite simple: despite the state of war between Israel and Syria, 
the cease fire arrangements are clear and do not give cause for misunderstanding 
or undue tension. This was not the case before the Six-Day War. At that time 
the cease fire conditions were extremely vague and caused no end of misunder- 
standings. Shortly after the cease fire agreement went into effect its conditions 
began to raise questions: what was the meaning of the demilitarization of the 
territories held by the Syrians during the war and turned over to Israel as a 
result of the agreement? Was Israel entitled to build settlements or not? What 
water rights did Israel and Syria have? Did the Syrians have fishing privileges 
in the Sea of Galilee? 


Enlarged Demilitarizat ion 


Not only were these questions left without a clear answer in the agreement itself, 
Israel, arguing that the Syrians were seeking to curtail its sovereignty in its 
own territory, was determined to act according to it.s own interpretation and pay 
no attention to the Syrian objections. Clearly it was possible to act differently, 
and look for a way to legally mediate these problems. Israel, however, preferred 
to use force, even though it was clear that the Syrians would not take kindly 

to it and the Israeli settlements in the area were going to suffer, It was a 
calculated risk which no party and no other public body objected to 


Whether indeed this was the best way to deal with those difficult problems which 
were caused by the cease fire agreement which was signed in a haste and left many 
unresolved problems, is today a matter of historical discussion. But to argue that 
all the problems of the settlements in the valley were due to the fact that the 
Syrians were positioned a few meters higher is sheer nonsense. The suffering of 
the settlements was the direct result of a deliberate Israeli policy which sought 
to use force in its interpretation of the cease fire agreement. This policy 

was not always consistent. For instance, the decision to populate the demili- 
tarized areas along the Syrian border, despite Syrian objection, was made as late 
as 1958, after a relative calm for several years. But even the incidents which 
were caused by the digging of the Jordan canal a few years earlier would not have 
occurred if the Israeli government would have resorted to international arbitra- 
tion instead of seeking to impose its will. 


As mentioned, there are no unclear clauses inthe present cease fire agreement, 

and therefore we have calm in the Hulah Valley. The contribution of the Golan 
Heights settlements to this situation is purely marginal, since the Syrian guns 
are still there and can be fired at any minute. Hence the illusion about the 
strategic value of this small area Israel occupies in the Golan Heights. A strip 
of land which does not even force the enemy to remove its guns cannot be considered 
strategic. The removal of light weapo’s positions does represent a certain 
tactical improvement, but this can be secured through demilitarization. Further- 
more, only an expanded demilitarization can give Israel a strategic advantage in 
that it would remove the Syrian guns. 
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This is an approach which can offer the Hulah Valley settlements real security 
instead of the imaginary security which is offered by the settlements on the 

Golan Heights, which are a strategic burden rather than a strategic asset. If 
Israel had accepted the principle of the Security Council resolution 242 and 

would have declared its willingness to return the Golan Heights to Syrian sovereign- 
ty, on condition that the Heights would not be used for launching an attack on 
Israel, it would have been possible to propose the demilitarization of an area 
larger than the one held today by Israel. A reasonable area would have been the 
entire territory from the international border to a line parallel to the Damascus- 
Dar'a road, shortly west of it. This arrangement would have pushed the Syrian 
guns some 50 km from the border and would have given real depth to the secured area 
east of the Hulah Valley. 


On the basis that Egypt has already agreed to the demilitarization of the Sinai 
peninsula, and that the Camp David accords state that the Israeli-Egyptian treaty 
is a model for future agreements between Israel and its neighbors, we could 
propose the expanded demilitarization of the Golan Heights in the hope that it 
will not be rejected. Such approach should replace the one which sees territorial 
expansion as a sacred goal even when it means great security risk. 
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ISRAEL 


GOLAN SETTLERS DIVIDED ON ANNEXATION 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 31 Oct 80 pp 15, 20 


[Article by Mati Golan: "People on Heights: ‘We Will Not Be Bargaining Card;' 
"We Will Not Return Heights, Even for Greatest Peace in the World--Returning 
Sinai Was Enough; G'ulah Kohen Pushed Us Aside; Why Sacrifice Children's Lives 
for Territory which Israel May Not Want?'"] 


[Text] You pass the sign ushering you into the Golan Heights and you are im- 
mediately surrounded by the calm of the peaceful hills, the soft autumn sun, 

and the distance which almost cuts you off from everything. You want to stop 
the car, get out, stretch on the ground, and let this calm cleanse you of every- 
thing the city has filled you up with. 


Everything here is so uncomplicated. Even the army vehicles which pass by fail 

to scare you. You prefer to think that they are not here for security reasons, 

but only as a show for tourists who might be disappointed if they did not see at 
least one tank for good measure. 


The workers in the fields blend in the landscape. Their motions fit the back- 
ground. Slow, somewhat clumsy, almost indifferent. Their calm, it seems, cannot 
be disturbed. All this changes when you meet them. Underneath the calm there 
are violent emotions and, above all, many doubts and misgivings. 


They work, build, are happy, sad, they hate and love in this place. Same as 
people everywhere. But they do not know whether the home in which they have 
invested their best years is for good. They fulfill the goals of Zionism more 
than those who live in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem, but their homes and land are not 
part of the State of Israel. Not officially. 


This is a matter of applying Israeli law to the Golan Heights. Annexation. Do 
they support it? Do they wish to be annexed? 


In the yard of the military governor's building near the Druse village Mas‘adah, 
an idyllic picture: two soldiers sit at a long wooden table and play backgammon. 
One is short, thin, wearing a skullcap. The other tall and heavy set. They 
reluctantly agree to take a break. 
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The skullcapped one has no problems with annexation. The Golan is ours. "We 
won't give it back even if we have the greatest peace in the world." His friend 
agrees. "The Golan is an inseparable part of Israel." Why? He hesitates. Dif- 
ficult question. At last he finds an answer. "Because it belongs to us." 


The skulicapped one has an arithmetical argument. Returning the Sinai was enough. 
There is no need to shrink at both ends. If it were up to him, he would not have 
returned the Sinai either. He would have cancelled the peace, since "I do not 
trust Sadat." He trusts no one, not even Begin. He did not vote for him. He 
knew that if he won “he would turn over the whole world. With him it is either 
war or peace." Whom would he vote for? MAFDAL (religious party)? No. No one. 

On a second thought, MAFDAL. And the Abuhatzirah affair does not bother him? 

Not at all. He will vote for him even if he is found guilty. Because they looked 
to start up with him. "They are all thieves," the heavy set one declares. The 
skullcapped one nods in consent and rolls the dice. 


Ten minutes from Mas'adah is kibbutz El Rom of the Kibbutz M'uhad movement. Near 
the entrance stands a modern structure of cubes, which turns out to be the dining 
hall. On the path leading from the parking lot to the dining hall I am greeted 
by Ron Saltzman, who notices the tape recorder I am wearing. He is a dark youth 
who is sure of his views. The proposed law? This is not the right time for it. 
When this government goes it will be the right time for it. This is no govern- 
ment. They make fun of labor. When I am about to leave he shakes his head in 
regret. "Too bad this is not for television.” 


Architectural Vision 


On the ground floor of the dining hall there are scores of mail boxes. One 
member opens his box, takes out a letter, and closes the box. He reads fast and 
throws the letter into a trash can. "Another party fundraiser," he tells his 
girlfriend. "I'm fed up." 


The dining hall is divided by canvas partitions. One part, the larger one, is 
empty. Members eat only in the smaller part. Whoever built this dining hall 
must have been a person of vision, 


Avi Marx, of medium height, balding, thin, welcomes me with a shy smile and in- 
vites me to the table. We are joined by Shalom Bleir. Corpulent and sporting 
a mustache. Avi is the secretary of the kibbutz. A native of London, he came 
here at age 18. Shalom is the coordinator, native of Poland, came here at age 
10. 


After I ask Avi about the annexation he wants to know if I am soliciting his 
opinion as secretary or personally. He finally agrees that it does not make any 
difference, but he stresses that he speaks as a member of the kibbutz, no’ as 
secretary. 


When Avi and Shalom begin to talk I find out that the briefing I received from 


experts before I left was unfounded. I was told to go to the kibbutzim of both 
MAPAI and MAPAM (mainline and leftwing labor parties respectively), since the 
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former support the bill and oppose territorial compromise in the Golan, while the 
latter take the exact opposite view. This may be true about the politicians but 
not the local residents. In fact, it may not even be true about the politicians. 


Avi, in a quiet voice, says that he supporte the bill, “but not now. it may 
hurt our foreign relations." Shalom agrees and adds an interesting argument. 
Under certain conditions s«nexation can be a bargaining card. We shouldn't 
waste it. For peace he iv willing to return the West Bank, but not the Golan. 
"Since here there are no million Arabs." 


Avi does not take my questions seriously. “They won't ask us anyway. They didn't 
ask us when they returned Kuneitra. They didn't ask use when they gave the Syrians 
1000 dunams of El Rom's lands. A week after they promise it they won't do it." 

And what now? I ask. “If they promise me real peace I am willing to leave quietly." 


How should their party, the Labor party, vote for the bill? Shalom, who says he 

is a party member, says that "G'ulah Kohen pushed us into a corner. Our repre- 
sentatives, who had sent us here, find it difficult to vote against it. But I 
wouldn't hesitate to vote against it." Avi adds: TI am concerned about the Syrian 
reaction. We have been living recently as good neighbors. I believe we can reach 
4 settlement with them if we do it quietly. 


What does Mori Sh'rira, who I met on the path on my way back, think? He is a 
member of kibbutz Kabri who came to El Rom as part of a family program to help 
new farms. He would like to stay here for good. Not so his wife. There are 
problems. He looks back on the original intent. What was the intent of the 
settlement? It was to prepare the ground for peace with Syria. Despite his love 
for the place, he would not mind returning it for peace, Needless to say, he 
does not support the annexation, certainly not now. 


I am curious about the connection, if any, between the Golan and the rest of 
Israel. Would Mori Sh'rira give up East Jerusalem for peace? “It's hard to 

say." But its not hard to say it about the Golan. There is a traditional, 
historical difference. He supports the peace treaty with Egypt, but he is certain 
that it could have been obtained under better conditions. This would certainly 
have been the case if Yigal Allon had been heading the government. Also Rabin, 
since his views are close to Allon's. Not Peres, since he agrees with Dayan. 

It seems easier for these young men to forgive Asad than make peace with the RAFI 


people. 


The court outside the dining hall fills with young people who look out of place 
in their looks, their clothes, their behavior, and their--language. They speak 
American, Dutch, and Scandinavian English. Among them are June Ina Sande of 
Norway, Almira of Holland, and Dina Walkira of California. They have come here 
as volunteers, a Gentile gathering of the exiles. What are young Christians 
looking for in Kibbutz Al Rom on the Golan Heights? They were bored in their 
country. They wanted to see the world. They heard about the kibbutz. Almira 
explains: the kibbutz is a place you can go back to from your travels in Israel. 
You get food and a place to sleep. It's like a hotel, only cheaper. They heard 
about the annexation proposal, and they have no doubts that the Golan must be an 
integral part of Israel. “Because of security." The U.S. objection does not 
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bother them or arouse them, not even the American girl. "The U.S. hae global 
interests and the small countries suffer. It's like telling Americans to give 
back land to the Indians. In general, they do not believe peace is possible. "We 
were in Egypt and we saw another side," Dina says. 


A few hundred meters before the entrance to kibbutz Ramat Magshimim of the Poel 
Hamizrahi there is a large sign: The Golan Heights is an inseparable part of the 
state of Israel. Someone erased the prefix "in." 


On the patio in front of the kibbutz office a few young people are sitting on the 
floor. Two are wearing IDF uniform, cleaning their rifles. Little tote are 
playing nearby. Are you willing to talk? What is there to talk about? Every- 
thing is perfectly clear. The time has come to annex. Not to create a new 
reality, but to legalize the existing one. A law is hard to revoke. And what if 
Assad came to Jerusalem, like Sadat, and would say he is willing to sign peace 

in return for the Golan? “He wouldn't be serious." We should try to persuade 
him that the Golan belongs to Israel. 


Are you from HA‘ARETZ? 


It is almost sacrilegious to mention the U.S. in this place. They do not like to 
hear about Israel's dependency on this superpower. The U.S. should not mix in." 
“They are not going us any favors." Or: "If we tell the U.S. tomorrow we are 
going to talk to Russia, the U.S. will rum after us." There is no answer when I 
mention that there is no need to run, since Russia is not interested." 


The MAFDAL is also unmentionable. Before I utter the name of the religious party 
they call out in a chorus: Don't mention the MAFDAL. All the parties are a 
bunch of hypocrites. Will they vote for the MAFDAL? They don't know, They are 
not sure. They may not vote altogether. It's a big mess. Burg was offered the 
position of foreign minister and he refused. Why? Because the money is in the 
Ministry of the Interior. 


Someone chimes in. You are from HA'ARETZ? He tells the others, I wouldn't talk 
to him. I get up to leave. The sun is beating down on me. The air is dry. My 
tongue is dry. Can I have a glass of water? They look at one another listlessly. 
Perhaps at the shop, someone says. No one bothers to show me where the shop is. 

I dare not mention the dining hall. Good boys with skullcaps. They were taught 
how to show hospitality. In El Rom I was invited to lunch, coffee, tea. I 
declined. But they did offer. 


All the same, I managed to get to Katzrin which, on the Golan, is considered a 
city. The entrance is a barbed wired iron gate like all settlements on the Golan. 
The main road behind the gate is a wide, paved city road, Never mind it is only 
2-300 yards long and only serves some 15 cars a day. Some day even this road may 
have to be widened. 


In the middle is a miniature shopping center. A grocery, clothing store, three 
restuarants next to one another. I pick the steak house. After I order the owner, 
Amram Zaguri, joins me. He came here from Migdal Haemek. He telle me there are 





400 families now. Can a restaurant exiet on such a number of people? No. He 
makes his money on tourists and soldiers. We ie for the bill. "So we can be 

like all the citizens of the state." Uri D'vir, stocky, a plumber by trade, came 
to Katerin from Hulon. Because of housing problems. Here rent is subsidized. 

He has enough work to do. He only has a problem with monopoly. If he wante to 
work for M'korot they tell him, sorry, you are one person, we only deal with Herut 
and Solel Boneh. Okay, I say, I live here and I would like to work here. They 
tell me, go to Herut, you may get a subcontract. Crumbs, Uri says. I am not 


looking. 


Does he like Katzrin? We should call this place towbuts, he says, because it is 
like a kibbutz inside a town. Quiet, clean air. Isn't he concerned the town 

may be given back some day? No, he truste the Syrians. They are not up to having 
peace. If there is going to be peace after all, he is willing to relocate nearby. 
He gives the bill his blessings. “To be the stepchild of a state is not the best 
thing." He beiieves the new law will encourage government support and open the 
pockets of private investors who may be followed by settlers who some day will 
turn Katerin into a real city. 


Also a Formal Announcement 


Shimon Sheves is the chairman of the Golan Heights settlements. He is the typical 
Golan settler. In his late twenties, burning blue eyes, black beard, curly hair, 
a cow hand by trade, he has been spending a great deal of time in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem to raise consciousness regarding the Golan and the annexation. Is he 
not disturbed by the fact that the bill was proposed by Geula Kohen? He is dis- 
turbed, but there were 22 other members of Knesset who supported it. What if his 
party, the Labor, will vote against it? It is a problem. If the principles 
change, perhaps a new party will have to be formed. 


What will the law give him? What does he need it for? Some people, he says, 
were against proclaiming the state. The history of practical Zionism has shown 
that deeds are important, not words. Where there is a settlement that is where 
the border will be set. I trust this principle, this education which I received. 
Until the Camp David accords. Now I don't trust it. Now I need a formal pro- 
clamation. I will like us to be like the Galilee and the Negev. 


So far so good. Who doesn't want the Golan? The difficult question for all is 
the price. What if peace with Syria means returning the Golan? The fate of the 
settlements is not what should determine the outcome, Sheves says. It should be 
a security matter. In this respect he is not willing to give up the Golan. Even 
if it means not having peace. 


On the other hand he would readily give up the West Bank, He would oppose a law 
which would annex that region to Israel. What is the difference? Why should the 
fate of the West Bank settlers be different? The difference, he says, is 1.2 
million Arabs whom he does not want to have in Israel. 











Ae for the timing, Sheves believes there never wae better timing. The elections, 
ae long ae there ie no change in the balance of powers. The retreat from the Sinai. 
After the Sinai retreat is completed it will be a lot harder to deal with Egypt. 
Finally, the elections in the U.S. 


le he concerned about the Syrian reaction? Not too guch. Two shelle which fall 
on the farm are not a pleasant thing. But it is harder when ay wife and friends 
eay that if we are not sure thie is our land why are we here. Why sacrifice my 
children if I am not sure the estate wante thie land? 


And this, in a nutehell, is the whole problem. They want peace, very much 60. 

But they aleo want the Golan. They build ex nihilo. But they are not sure tomor- 
row they may have to return everything they have built. How does Sheves put ic? 
It ie very hard to live as a bargaining card. 
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IMPLICATIONS OF SYRIAN TREATY FOR MILITARY POLICY CONSIDERED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Oct 80 p 9 
[Article by Matityahu Peled) 


[Text] From the nervousness and confusion shown by the Israeli government con- 
cerning the recent events in the Middle East, it could be deduced that it is very 
uncomfortable for Israel to be located in this region of the world. It is be- 
having like a stranger who has chanced upon a place that he does not know, where 
every whisper arouses uncontrollable fears. Most of all, it appears that Israel 
is quite uninformed concerning the extent of its responsibility for an appreciable 
part of what is happening in the region where (we hope) it will exist for a long 
time. When the war between Iraq and Iran broke out, no one foresaw its timing 

or intensity. But the Russo-Syrian treaty has slowly taken shape, and it has 
been plain to everyone that it began with President Sadat's visit to Jerusalem. 
The great strategic change that occurred with the establishment of peace between 
Israel and Egypt is Syria's discovery of Ieraeli aggression. There is no need 
for this aggression to materialize, in order for grave fears for the present 
situation to be aroused in Syria; it faces Israeli power without being able to 
depend on Egyptian power, which even if not used was liable to tie up considerable 
Israeli forces during periods of tension. 


Syria has learned from experience that even during its most difficult times, 
as in 1965-1967, before the crisis of May 1967, she could not depend on active 
intervention by Egypt on her side. But the state of war between Israel and 
Egypt was of itself a guarantee against Israel's turning its full power against 
Syria. This guarantee has been canceled, and Syria has been seized by deep 
anxiety. It is enough to see how the Syrian regime has run to and fro seeking 
allies; first it proposed union with Jordan, then union with Iraq, and disap- 
pointed by them, finally union even with Libya. All this was hopeless, but to 
a country that feels besieged, any straw on the water looks like a life raft. 


Israel could have prevented this nervousness, but it preferred to encourage it. 
The voices that have been heard in Israe! ever since the peace process began, the 
invasion of Lebanon, and lately the political declarations in Jerusalem warning 
of Israel's reaction against Syria on one matter and another--all have been 
interpreted in Damascus as preparations for an Israeli offensive against Syria. 
For the last few months every observer arriving in the Middle East has asked 
himself, when and how will Israel implement its threat against Syria? In Beirut, 
Europe, and the journalistic circles, this seems to be a very practical question. 
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The explanations of the probability of such an outcome sound quite authentic, The 
Syrian government is beset by difficulties; Syria is isolated in the Arab world; 
and Ierael, deapite the peace agreement with Egypt, continues to enlarge its 

army ae it charges that it sees danger on the “eastern front"--a creature of the 
imagination that is invisible except ase an answer from a well-known circle that 

is generally intended to justify aggression. 


In ite tardy way the USSR finally got used to the idea of a treaty with Syria, 
but it may be assumed that it wae not happy about it. Its experience with 
Egypt, Somalia, and Yemen does not encourage a policy of such agreements, which 
require a substantial Soviet investment on which the return is most uncertain. 
But it is no wonder that after Moscow examined Israel's reactions to the events 
in the Persian Gulf, it decided to anewer the Syrian pleas. 


Ever since the war between Iraq and Iran broke out, the “official spokesmen" in 
Israel have not stopped describing the dangers that they foresee for us. Without 
any critical examination of the data, Israel has taken for granted, as an as- 
sumption not requiring proof, that the war would strengthen Iraq and deliver to 
it the leadership of the same “eastern front" that expired after the Yom Kippur 
war of 1973. Now it is clear that Iraq's pretensions of waging a "Six-Day War" 
type of blitzkrieg against ‘ran have gone up in smoke. Iraq will almost certainly 
come out of this war enfeebled, with an army in need of organization and supplies 
(and it is not yet clear where these would come from), and really not fit for 
military activity for a considerable time. Moreover, her position in the Arab 
world is shakier today than ever before; and the Rejection Front itself, which 
was only a remnant of the situation that ceased to exist after the 1978 Baghdad 
conference, was completely destroyed when Libya and Syria, the important members 
of the Front, supported Iran, Iraq's deadly enemy. 


That Baghdad conference, the decisions of which they are energetically refusing 

to acknowledge in Israel, called for peace with Israel on the basis of Israeli 
withdrawal to the 1967 boundaries and recognition of the right of the Palest inian 
people to a sovereign state. It is known that these conditions are not acceptable 
to the Israeli government, but the presentation of this resolution as an expression 
of uncompromising hostility toward Israel recalls Israel's refusal to admit the 
existence of Sadat's peace offer of February 1971l--an offer that he recalled to 

us all in his Kneset speech, to the great embarrassment of those who had been 

the national leaders at that time. Only a disregard of the Baghdad conference 
decisions can enable all kinds of spokesmen to charge that Iraq has never revealed 
any readiness to recognize Israel, or alternatively, that Iraq opposes the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state. Thus also, disregard of everything happening in the 
Middle East makes it possible to describe a normal and natural development as 
though it were destined to bring calamity to Israel. 


Lately we have heard that a new growing danger is coming upon us: The narrow 

roads and camel tracks that have been used for so long for land traffic between 
Iraq and Jordan are being replaced by express highways (God save us!) The bearer 
of these grave tidings, the deputy minister of Defense, would certainly think it 
natural if Jordan and Iraq both remained backward countries in no need of fast 
roads. But the fact is that these two Arab states are developing very rapidly, and 
from an economic standpoint their situation is excellent, The scope of the trade 
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between them and their financial means are enabling them to improve not only their 
standard of living, but also the means of transportation between them. Of course 
these improved roads can be used by tank carriers, but let us not assume that Israel 
has the military means to restrain the economic and cultural development of the 
Middle East. To our great joy, the prospect has not yet disappeared that Israel 
will be integrated into the development of the region where it desires to dwell, 
and that it will stop seeing every step of progress as a security risk. Under 
the present circumstances it would be more reasonable if Israel understood that 

in spite of the present serious deterioration at the Persian Gulf, for a country 
like Iraq that depends on one port that can be closed to navigation in an instant, 
there is a real problem in importing vital supplies for a population of millions 
that has suffered a great deal in any case from wartime destruction. If this 
population could get relief through the opening of another supply line from the 
port of Ashdod, for example, it would certainly do Israel no harm. To our great 
regret, this is now impossible; but it may become possible in the future. 
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UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT STATISTICS REPORTED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ 15 Oct 80 p 4 
[Article by Amos Ben Vered] 


[Text] The number of students expected in universities in the 1980-1981 academic 
year now beginning is liable to reach 59,000, as compared to 57,500 in 1979-1980. 


These and other details of the new academic year were reported the day before 
yesterday by Mr Gedalya Ya'acovi, director-general of the Planning and Budget ing 
Committee of the Council for Higher Education, in a memorandum prepared for the 
opening of the academic year. 


Distribution, by Institutions 


The memorandum explains that the approximate distribution of students by inst itu- 
tions for 1980-1981 will ber Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 25.7 percent; Tel 
Aviv University, 26.3 percent; Bar Ilan University, 15.1 percent; Israel Institute 
of Technology (Technion), 13.8 percent; University of Haifa, 10.7 percent; Beer- 
sheba University 7.5 percent; Weizmann Institute, 0.9 percent. 


About 70 percent of the students are studying for a bachelor's degree, 17 percent 
for a master's, and 5 percent for a Phd. The rest are enrolled in courses of 
study that award a post-graduate certificate (particularly teachers’ certificates 
of all classes), and in special study programs. 


Thousands in Special Courses 


To the number of students who will study in the seven university-level institutions 
in 1980-1981 must be added thousands more who will study in dozens of academic 
courses in the Open University (in 1979-1980 about 5,000 students enrolled in 

46 courses), and thousands more in pre-academic preparatory classes (there were 
about 2,500 in 1979-1980). Of the 36,000 enrolled in universities for the first 
semester, about one-fourth are enrolled in more than one university. Hence the 
actual number of persons studying in universities is about 25,000. 


Cutback in Teaching Staff 


The explanation for “enrollment in more than one university" is that students 
thereby hope to make sure that they will be accepted by at least one institution. 











According to the director general of the planning and budgeting committee of the 
Council for Higher Education, the size of the teaching and administrative staffe 
has decreased in recent years in the universities. The cutback in manpower, 
which occurred in spite of the expansion of teaching and research in the nation's 
academic system, resulted from savings and improved efficiency that were achieved 
because of budget cuts. 


Since 1973, the number of students has increased by 10,000, whereas the teaching 
and administrative staffs have been cut back by 1000 positions. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NOTERA GAS FIND--A good quality gas-water mixture was obtained the last 2 days 

in tests at gas well Notera-2 in the Huleh. The mixture was treated to separate 
the gas, but the presence of the water prevents estimation of the size of the 
gas reservoir. It can not yet be said whether commercial extraction will be 
worthwhile. Tests began at the end of last week, but because the material ob- 
tained is a gas-water mixture, tests to evaluate the reservoir volume will cont inue 
a few more days. Dry gas was found at Notera-l1, but the reservoir was too small 
to justify commercial operation by itself. At the time of reporting last night, 
the extraction was going well, and there was no pressure drop that might indi- 
cate that the reservoir was too small. In contrast to dry gas wells, where the 
pressure drops quickly when the reservoir is small (as at Notera-l1), the pressure 
drops slowly in liquid wells, and so the test will continue for a few more days. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 21 Oct 80 p 2) [9045] 


RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INCREASE--Research and development programs of IL 3.5 
billion were presented for the last half of the year by industry to the office 
of the chief scientist of the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism; they 
constitute a significant increase over the previous year. So reports Arye Lavi, 
the chief scientist. He indicated that according to the 1979-80 summary, the 
budget for the new industrial programs, aside from those of the research insti- 
tutions, has had a real increase of 15 percent and totals more than IL 2.8 bil- 
lion. However in contrast to the increase in the regular projects, there was an 
actual decrease in the budget. The national projects have an increase of the 
order of 4.5 percent. The chief scientist also reported that support of re- 
search institutions had increased through a “basic research" fund and joint funds 
of the office of chief scientist and the institutes of higher education. In 
1979-80, 123 basic research projects were authorized, as compared to 82 in 1978- 
79. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAYAR in Hebrew 15 Oct 80 p 4) [9045) 
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SONIMEX ANNOUNCES INCREASES IN PRICES OF ITS PRODUCTS 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 4 Nov 80 pp l, 8 


{[Article: “Increase in SONIMEX Product Prices Announced Yesterday by 
Minister of Commerce, Industry and Mines") 


(Text) Yesterday monring, Mr Cissoko Mamadou, minister 

of Commerce, Industry and Mines, commented for representatives 
of the national press on the latest measures taken by the 
Council of Ministers to adjust the prices of the products 


sold by SONIMEX [National Import and Export Company). 


We are giving below the full text of this important 
statement . 


After taking a close look at the situation of SONIMEX, the Council of 
Ministers, in its meeting of 31 October 1980, had to make decisions 
concerning the adjustment of the prices of the products sold by SONIMEX. 


The purpose of this statement is to explain why we had to make these 
adjustments; as you will see, however, they were made so as to take 

into account the social impact they will have, considering the low income 
of our people, rather than the difficulties resulting from international 
economic conditions which, as we all know, are characterized by a more 
than galopping inflation. 


After 16 years of existence, SONIMEX's objectives have not changed much: 

on the contrary, the steady development of its activities has only confirnm- 
ed that the economic and social mission which was assigned to it at the 
time of its creation was justified; this mission was: 


- to ensure the normal and regular supply of our territory as a whole with 
the three staple products and goods for which it has an import monopoly; 


- to make sure that these products were distributed equitably so as to 
satisfy the actual needs of all of our people; to make sure at all times 
that they were sold at the lowest possible prices consistent with the low 
income of many consumers; and to guarantee the stabilization of these 
prices. 
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It is with respect to prices that the social character of SONIMEX's mission 
is continuously reflected, and the government is watching it with particular 
attention. 


Thus, since almost one year now, SONIMEX has had to sell at prices much lower 
than the cost prices of the products sold. As a matter of fact: 


- rice has been costing SONIMEX 18 UM per kilo since January, but it is still 
sold for 12 UM per kilo; 


- sugar loaves sold for 45 UM per kilo cost 74.60 UM per kilo, and sugar 
tablets costing 64.70 UM per kilo were selling for only 35 UM per kilo. 


Until now, only tea sales have shown a small profit margin which, however, 
is far from sufficient to cover the deficit of several hundreds of millions 
of ouguyia generated by SONIMEX's selling the other products at a loss. 


In view of this situation which, if it were allowed to continue, might great- 
ly endanger its activities, even its survival, SONIMEX has not failed in 

the past to ask for an adjustment of these prices. However, until today, 

the government has postponed its agreement on any price increase in order 
not to place a burden on the people. 


Here, I should denounce the regrettable exploitation made by some unscrupulous 
merchants of the fact that these prices were frozen. Following only their 
selfish interests and with the complicity of agents who cared little for 
national interest, they strove to resell fraudulently abroad a large part 

of these products which, through SONIMEX, are heavily subsidized by the 
state. 


After this one-year period of voluntary and costly stabilization of the 
prices of these essential food products, reason orders us not to allow the 
already large gap between our consumers’ prices and the prices actually 
charged on international markets to grow larger; all the more so that 
SONIMEX, the main agent and implement of this social policy, already finds 
itself in a critical financial situation. 


Let our fellow citizens be reassured: the price increases which will become 
effective on 1 November have been set at very reasonable levels in all cases, 
and the new prices are still below the actual cost price of the products 
involved: 


~ the price of sugar loaves will increase from 45 to 50 UM per kilo; 
- the price of sugar tablets from 35 to 40 UM per kilo; 

the price of broken rice from 12 to 15 UM per kilo; 

the price of whole rice will increase to 30 UM per kilo; 

all varieties of tea will increase by 100 UM per kilo. 


Another fact which deserves consideration is that, because of the low 
increase in these prices, our sales prices are still lower than those of 
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neighboring countries. Now, we know that such considerable price differences 
between these countries and ours are just what encourages some of our mer- 
chants to get involved in the speculation and fraud denounced above. There- 
fore, if it were not that the government wishes to prevent a deterioration of 
the purchasing power of the people, it would be logical and desirable for 

us to gear SONIMEX's price policy toward a constant harmonization of ite 
prices with those of our neighboring countires. 


Harmonization, of course, would not necessarily mean selling at the same 
prices, but rather making sure that the price differences are low enough to 
discourage any attempt at fraud and diversion. 


The price differences have not yet reached this level. However, we do hope 
that, in addition to a strict application of all of our anti-fraud legisla- 
tion by the newly created Direction of Economic Control, we can also rely 

on the civic spirit and responsible behavior of our merchants and on the 
cooperation of CGEAM [expansion unknown], especially the Federation of 
merchants and we would appreciate the latter's assistance in stopping the 
flight of these products--for which we are paying such high prices--outside 
our borders, and in preventing the illegal price increases at consumers’ 
level which place such a heavy burden on those of our people who have a low 
purchasing power. 


Finally, at the risk of repeating myself, I wish to stress that, in the 
difficult economic situation in which we now find ourselves and which does 
not spare any third-world country, only the union of our people around the 
CMSN [expansion unknown] and its government to carry through our economic 
and social development program, only this union, I say, will enable us to 
gather--in a not too distant future we hope--the fruits of the long [sacri- 
fice) which we shall thus have accepted. 
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MOSCOW MEETING OF MOROCCAN-SOVIET COMMISSION 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 4 Nov 80 p 1 


[Text] Meskala Project, Fishing and Bituminous Shale 
Dominate Discussions 


The Grand Moroccan-Soviet Cooperation Commission met yesterday (Monday) in Moscow 
for the first time since its creation 4 years ago. 


The Moroccan delegation to the deliberations of this commission was led by the 
minister of state for foreign affairs and cooperation, Me M'Hamed Boucetta, and 
included Azzeddine Guessous, minister of commerce, industry and merchant marine, 
and maritime fishing; Mohamed Karim Lamrani, director general of the Shereefian 
Office of Phosphates and several high officials from Moroccan economic establish- 
ments. 


The deliberations of the commission are going to concern questions having to do 
with economic and technical cooperation between the two countries as well as with 
means for moving ahead toward further consolidation, especially in the fields of 
maritime fishing, commercial interaction, tourism, agriculture and the training 
of cadres and artisans. The commission should also examine the modes of imple- 
mentation of the various economic accords signed between the two countries. 


It was with these purposes that Mr Azzeddine Guessous left Sunday evening, as we 
mentioned, from the Rabat-Sale Airport for Moscow. 


In a press statement, the minister indicated that the meeting of this commission 
is an opportunity to assess present political, economic and cultural relations 
between the two countries. "Commercial transactions between the two countries, 
the Meskala project, the energy question, will be examined," Mr Azzeddine Guessous 
also said, adding that "There will be an examination of measures to take aimed 

at an eventual transfer of Soviet technology for processing of bituminous shale. 
The maritime fishing question will also be before the two parties, as it is the 
case that the two countries have signed a fishing agreement that has been rati- 
fied by Parliament." 


The two countries, it will be remembered, in March 1978 in Moscow concluded a long- 
term commercial agreement and a cooperative agreement on maritime fishing. Another 
convention, under the terms of which Morocco should supply its Soviet partner 10 
million [unit not stated] of phosphates per year for at least 30 years, was also 
signed between the two countries at Moscow. 


On the trade scene, volume of trade between the two countries reached 700 million 
dirhams (1 DH = 1.06 French fr) in 1979, thus growing by 2.5 percent by compari- 
son with the previous year. 
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MEETING ON NEXT FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 3 Nov 80 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Rabat--(Maghreb-Arab Press Agency). The prime minister and minister of 
justice, Me Maati Bouabid, presided Saturday at the Directorate of Statistics in 
Rabat over a meeting which is part of the process of preparation of the next 
5-year plan and of the general census on population and habitat. This meeting 
was held in the presence of Mr Taib Bencheikh, secretary of state in the office 
of the prime minister responsible for planning and regional development. 





The prime minister and minister of justice made a speech on this occasion in which 
he first praised the efforts being made by the various cadres of the secretariat 
of state for planning and regional development in the context of preparations 

for the 5-year plan. He indicated that preparation of this plan has already 
entered into its second phase of elaboration and that the commissions which are 
meeting as part of this process at the national and regional levels have been 
inspired in their labors by the wise counsel of His Majesty the King bearing on 
several points, including: 


--The necessity of safeguarding territorial integrity and the strengthening of 
national defense capabilities. 


--The training of cadres in accordance with a harmonious policy taking into 
account the economic and social needs of the country and the system it is pur- 
suing in the field of training and education. 


~-Promotion of the agriculture sector, with due regard for its driving role in 
the process of development. 


~~Promotion of the maritime fishing sector in order to achieve food self-sufficiency. 


-~-Judicious exploitation of energy resources. 


The prime minister and minister of justice indicated also that industrial develop- 
ment will be based on the completion of major projects in heavy industry (steel- 
works complex, production units for phosphoric acid) in addition to the promotion 
of emall and middle-size industrial projects. He stressed that the national and 
regional commissions have also worked hard on the study of the tourist sector and 
means for export development, as well as on the situation of Moroccan workers 
abroad. 
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The prime minister said that the goal of His Majesty the King ie to reduce the 
disparities both between social classes and between the various provinces of the 
kingdom. He added that the royal guidelines made jobe a fundamental criterion 
in the choice of economic projects that will be executed in the course of the 
next 5-year plan. 


In other matters, after having recalled the wise directives of His Majesty the 
King concerning the overall financial package for the 5-year plan, Me Bouabid 
asked for redoubled efforts so that the proposed plan can be presented as soon as 
possible to the government, then to the Superior Council of National Promotion and 
Planning before its submission to the House of Representatives. He also indicated 
that the government of His Majesty has decided to undertake a general census of 
population and habitat, emphasizing that the aim of thie national project can be 
summarized in the following points: 


--Determination of the number of people in the kingdom. 
~-Understanding of the social and economic particularities of the population. 
--Collection of the scientific data necessary for research and studies. 


Speaking on this occasion, Mr Taib Bencheikh underlined the extent of participa- 
tion in this activity of the various services under the secretariat of state for 
planning and regional development, including the National Documentation Center, 
considered internationally to have been successful as a pilot project, the Office 
of Cooperation Development, the National Institute of Statistics and Applied 
Economics and the College of Information Sciences. 


The remarks of the secretary of state were followed by a discussion of several 
subjects involved with regionalization of allocations and projects, the problem 

of the cadres and their training, the question of equilibrium between the opera- 
ting and capital budgets, questions relative to organic structures, the population 
census and the programming of labor in this field. 


The prime minister and minister of justice clarified aspects of all these ques- 
tions. 
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ISTIQLAL PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 3 Nov 80 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The central committee of the Istiqlal Party met Saturday afternoon at 
party headquarters in Rabat under the chairmanship of combatant Abou Bakr Kadiri 
and in the presence of members of the executive committee. 


After an introductory speech, Mr Abou Bakr Kadiri yielded the floor to Abbes 

Al Fassi who gave an extensive presentation on the party's participation in the 
government and on the role played by Istiqlalian ministers in responding to the 
aspirations of the popular classes, and in achieving social justice through the 
elimination of the disparities between regions and the various social classes in 
the nation. 


Abbes Al Fassi next provided a glimpse of the broad lines of the new finance 
bill and the 1981-1985 five-year plan. 


Afterward, he sketched out the activities undertaken by the different departments 
headed by Istiqlalian ministers, putting the emphasis on the many positive achieve- 
ments made since October 1977 (infrastructure and national promotion, education, 
habitat, youth and sports, and training of cadres). 


Concerning our recovered Sahara [sic], Abbes Al Fassi paid vivid homage to 

the action taken by our valiant Royal Armed Forces and to their supreme commander, 
His Majesty Hassan II, for the defense of our territorial integrity and for their 
total control of the terrain and the military situation. 


Abbes Al Fassi recalled the commitment of Moroccan people to remain vigilant 

and mobilized to defeat any attempt to attack our territorial unity. Faithful to 
the solemn declaration of the Green March [sic], the Moroccan people will not 
shrink from any sacrifice to preserve what they have acquired and to foil the 
plots spun by their enemies. 


On the diplomatic front, Abbes Al Fassi highlighted the move undertaken by 

Me M'Hamed Boucetta, Mr Abder-rahman Baddou, and Mr Abdelhaq to lay the foundation 
for frank and sincere cooperation with all countries that respect our national 
sovereignty and our territorial integrity. 


After having analyzed the latest results in Africa and worldwide, Abbes Al 
Fassi insisted on the strengthening of our diplomatic activity to be a militant, 
dynamic and omnipresent diplomacy. 
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In conclusion, Abbes Al Fassi announced the preparation of a vast program for 
the celebration of the 15th century of the Hegira and the 25th anniversary of 
independence. 


Afterward, the floor wae given to Mr Abdelkrim Ghallab, who reviewed activities 

of the Letiqlalian parliamentary group and ite contribution to the strengthening 

of the democratic process, Mr Ghallab next gave a glimpse of the various legis- 
lative proposals made by Istiqlalian deputies, and which are all inepired by the 
party program and by the constant concern to serve the popular masses and to trane- 
late their needs into legislative action. 


In their different contributions in discussion of the government's program, the 
finance bill and proposed bills, the members of the group of Unity and Egali- 
tarianism--animated by the determination to faithfully discharge their mandate and 
to fully merit the confidence of the voters--spared no effort to enrich the demo- 
cratic experience and to create a cadre adequate to the expression of the popular 
will. 


After Mr Ghallab's presentation, Mr Hassan Haloui presented a document on prices 
and the economic situation. 


At the end of these presentations, discussions were held and several members of 
the central committee intervened to discuss different subjects brought up by the 


speakers. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


IMPLICATLONS OF OLL, POWER GAME ON GIILF AREA EXPLORED 
Abu Dhabi AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 12 Nov 80 p 9 


[Article by De Khaza'al al-Jasim: “The O11 Game and Control of Arabian 
Gulf: O11 Has Political, Economic, Military, Industrial Implications; 
West Wants To Use “Niddle East as Means for Achieving Alternative Energy 
Sources" | 





‘Text | Why has the interest of the superpowers shifted to the Middle 
East, and specifically to the Arabian Gulf area’? This area has had oil 
for a long time, but there has never been so much interest in the area. 
Such interest had been focused on other oarts cf the world such as South- 
east Asia. During the Vietnam War, THE NEW YORK TIMES, which is the 
largest newspaper in the United States, wrote that "U.S. interests in 
Southeast Asia amount to nothing when compared to U.S. interests in the 
Middle Fast." Did interest shift to the area after the energy crisis? 

Was the shift in interest caused by the growing nationalist and patriotic 
movements in the Middle East? Was it because ‘the countries] in the area 
established their national sovereignty over the oil? An increase in oil 
revenues would ensue from the establishment of such sovereignty. These 
revenues can be used to develop the area, and such development may 
constitute a threat to western interests in the area. 


Always Look for the Oil 


One can ask oneself an unlimited number of such questions, and one can 
also expect different answers to them. The answer to these questions, 
‘however], lurks in the oil. In order for us to understand the successive 
threats [that are made against us! as well as the mobilization of U.S. 
and western military forces and fleets in the area surrounding the 
Arabian Peninsula, we must [first] understand the role of oil and its 
relationship to Israel so that we can explain these maneuvers and [these 
efforts! to create consecutive crises in the area. 


Above all else, we must know that 90 percent of the oil business is 
political and that the importance of oil cannot be compared or related to 
the importance of any other primary material. This is because oil serves 
several economic, military, industrial and political dimensions and 
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because the principal problems in the world<-wars, development, enerpy 
and environmental pollution=-<cannot be separated from crude oil. 


The strategic importance of of1 in military operations has become s0 
great that it is now impossible to imagine fielting wars with today's 
weapons without oil. From a social and political standpoint, oil consump- 
tion has become a standard for measuring economic prosperity and a 
society's quality of life. A country that consumes more oil is one that 
is more civilized and more advanced, whereas the one which consumes 
Little ofl is one that is more backward and more sluggish. 


The Superpowers Have No Oi! 


There is an extraordinary fact about oil which has complicated the oil 
question even further. While most of the superpowers have no oil, the 
rich oil fields that were discovered this century are located in areas of 
the world that are backward-<in distant countries whose governments were 
not amenable to the sudden industrial changes that had taken place. It 
was surorising that foreian policy and domestic policy, turning their 
attention to such countries, became part of the oil game. The governments 
and the poeoples of these countries were no more than hostages. The govern- 
ments of most of these countries expected to receive some returns from 
the oil, but they never dreamed of achievine full control over this 
resource. Such control was realized to a certain extent in the seventies. 


The division of the Arab world, the emergence of Zionism as an important 
factor in western policy and the emergence of Arab nationalism as a 
latent force have mide control of the oil resources the principal goal of 
the western strugele in the area as well as the principal motive behind 
the western powers’ | lesire! to consolidate and to maintain political and 
economic control over the area. This is what is making the population 

in the area permanentiv anxious about oil. Although oil is a local 
gubstance! and can be found in all of these countries, it does foster a 
profound relationship between the multi-national corporations, backed 

up by their governments, and the oil producing countries. These countries 
and their western governments try to use every weapon possible to 
maintain their control over the area by all possible ways and means: 
political, economic and military. The threats that are proclaimed and 
designed by these countries--and the United States is at their fore- 
front--constitute the best evidence that military action is used to 
control the oil fields. 


The importance of the Arab world emerges in the fact that it produces 
about 20 million barrels of oil per day of OPEC's total production of 30 
million barrels per day. ‘lorld oil production, including the oil produced 
in the Middle Fast, ‘8s only 60 million barrels per day. OPEC's oil 
exports come to 2% million barrels per day, whereas total world oi! 
exports amount to 29 million barrels per dav. This means that OPFC 
exports °5S percent of the world's oil exports. In addition, the Arab 
world's oil reserves amount to approximately 54 percent of total world 
oil reserves. 
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The emergence of consumer patterns in industrial societies, in addition 
to the current low price of ofl compared with the prices of Sits! alter- 
natives, makes oil the principal source of energy among other energy 
sources. And yet, how long will oil continue to control the world and 
especially the Arab world? At present, confirmed oil reserves are about 
650 billion barrels. Compared with the current rate of growth in consump- 
tion, which amounts to 22 billion barrels per year, oil will be depleted 
in the next 30 years. This means that the age of oil will come to an end. 


The Western World and the Eneray Crisis 


The world energy crisis may thus destroy the industrial strength and 

the economic prosperity of the western countries. Although the techno- 
lonical capacity of the more advanced councries did face obstacles that 
impeded the development of alternatives to oil, the industrial countries 
may lack the means to continue to find a way out of extinction and [to 
avoid! destroying what is making them at present, during the period of 
transition to non-oil sources of energy, depend completely on Middle East 
oil. At current rates of production this oil may continue to flow for 
about the next 5O vears. In other words, the industrial countries are 
trying to turn the Middle East into a mere bridge over which they can 
cross over to alternative sources of energy. By the time Middle East oil 
is depleted, the industrial countries would have developed alternative 
sources of energy, and the “iddle East would have nothing to depend on for 
income unless these countries were to adopt a collective development 
policy other than the policy they have now. That is, they are to produce 
sources of income other than oil to make up for the oil in case it is 
depleted. This cannot be done on a state level because the distribution of 
resources in the Arah world is not equal. These countries, however, can 
complement each other in case they integrate [their plans] and adopt a 
collective development policy. Thus, the political implication of oil, 
which has existed for a long time and has been closely tied to the history 
of colonialism is now at the forefront. This has made the Arab countries 
suffer from various kinds of occupation, wars and examples of extortion 
and theft because of the oil. This area has been exploited for a long 
period of time, and its oil resources have been taken at nominal prices. 
Competing for Arab oil and safeguarding the roads that lead to the oil are 
still the basic reasons for the cold and the real war between the super- 
powers. Meanwhile, the Soviets, China and Eastern Europe are considered 
fortunate because the oil they produce satisfies their needs. The United 
States, which consumes more than 25 percent of the world's total energy 
and whose reserves have declined to the level of the United Arab Emirates’ 
reserves, cannot at present meet more than 55 percent of its needs from 
local production. Nowever, 88 percent of the oil western Europe relies on 
is imported. Japan relies completely on imported oil. ‘stern Europe 
imports about 84 percent of its oil from OPEC countries and 67 percent 
from the Arab world. Despite this major importance of oil and of these 
world import rates, the oil imports of the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development Countries (the industrial countries) compared 
to the national income of these countries came to 3.1 percent only in 
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1°97", Furthermore, 85 percent of the oil revenues 


the industrial countries in the form at tavestments 


represent nothing more than ledger entries or 
the banks of New York, London and Zurich. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


"SE OF FORCE TO SETTLE DISPUTES REJECTED 
Abu Dhabi AL=-WAHDAH in Arabic Nov 12, 80 p 3 


‘Seport on Interview with ‘Abd al-'Aziz ‘Abd al-Wali: "There Are No 
Disputes Between the Two Parts of Yemen; We Oppose Use of Weapons To Reach 
Agreement;" date and place not given] 


[Text | AL=WAHDAH conducted an interview with His Excellency ‘Abd al-'Aziz 
‘Abd al-Wali, member of the Central Committee of the Socialist party 

in Democratic Yemen and minister of state for cabinet affairs. The inter- 
view dealt with a number of hot questions. 


Mr 'Abd al-Wali denied the existence of disputes between the leaders of 
both parts of Yemen. 'He said! that the rumors which were being circulated 
by some agencies of the media about a week-long struggle between the armed 
forces in the two countries were biased and unfounded. The objective of 
these rumors was to diminish the gains that have been achieved by the 
people of Yemen towards restoring unity to both parts of Yemen. 


His excellency affirmed that relations between Aden and San'a' were quite 
rood and that communications between President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad and 
President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih were proceeding on course for the purpose 
of carrying out all the agreements that had been approved. These agree- 
ments were reached during the visits that the two presidents exchanged. 


He also affirmed that the unity committees were active in carrying out 
their tasks so they can complete them soon. Some of these committees have 
actually completed their tasks. 


Mr ‘Abd al-Wali said that some of the agencies in question in both parts 
of Yemen have actually begun doing what they have to do to restore the 
unity of both parts of Yemen, and especially in the economic area. Joint 
companies have been established in the area of maritime shipping and 
tourism, and the coordination of the two economic five-year plans for 
both parts of Yemen is ongoing for the purpose of providing the basic 
conditions for the economic integration of both parts of Yemen. These 
are essential preliminaries for firmly establishing the foundation of 
Yemeni unity. 
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With regard to the Democratic National Front which represents the opposi- 
tion in North Yemen, his excellency said that the dialogue with the 
National Front was proceeding in a normal and a regular fashion. 
"President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih is monitoring and sponsoring this dialogue 
to ensure that all the national forces in North Yemen stand together and 
unite. These forces are fighting for democracy, tor development and for 
protecting the republic from any foreign interventions whose bitter fruits 
would only be reaped by the Yemeni people who are yearning for lLibera~ 
tion, national sovereignty and complete Yemeni unity." 


HY xcellency affirmed that all that was being said about the alleged 


¢ | * that were mentioned recently was no more than conjecture devised 
by che forces that oppose the hopes and the objectives of the Yemeni 
people. 


The Yemeni minister of state expressed his regret regarding the ongoing 
war between lTraq and [ran. He said that Democratic Yemen had already 
declared its official position on the war. "We are opposed to the use 
of arms to reach agreements. Border problems between two countries cannot 
be solved by force because there are powers that would take advantage 
of all this. It is basically these powers that force the outbreak of 
unjust wars among the peoples of the Gulf area, an area which is con- 
sidered one of the most important in the world. The evidence for this 
lies in the fact of U.S. presence in the area and in the fact that the 
United States is hoping to use numerous slogans to bring the area under 
its influence. Among these slogans are the protection of interests and 
the preservation of stability." 


The Yemeni minister affirmed that the natural place for Arab capabilities 
and resources, which are being consumed in the ongoing war between Lran 
and Iraq, was to put them to work for the liberation of Jerusalem, for 
the establishment of a Palestinian state and for the restoration of the 
legal rights of the Palestinian people. 


He also affirmed that unless human and other capabilities and energies 
are invested, “everything that we do will prove futile, and the Arab 
citizen who vearns for stability and peace will reap the bitter fruits 
of our actions." 


With regard to the facilities that are being made available in the area 
to the United States and the danger of these facilities to the security 
of the area in general, the minister said, "The United States is the 
primary enemy that is threatening the peace, safety and stability of 

the Gulf area and the Arabian Peninsula. It is the United States which 
is providing generous support to Zionism and its spearhead, Israel. The 
United States has found for itself a number of associates and supporters 
in the Arab rank. They followed al-Sadat in piercing the unity and the 
alignment of Arab solidarity after joining the front that opposes the 
hopes and aspirations of the Arab nation. 
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"Those who found themselves captives of sycophancy and imperialism, such 
as the two regimes in Somalia and in the Sultanate of Oman, formed the 
bridges that threatened the oil wells and the Arab nations in this area. 
Those regimes provided a climate for U.S. intervention and haughtiness. 
With their policies they strayed away from Arab solidarity and consensus." 
The Yemeni minister emphasized his country's position against the bases 
and the facilities that were being granted to the United States of 
America. He affirmed that his country supported Arab solidarity as wel] 
as the use of Arab force to turn back all the conspiracies, to liberate 
the occupied land and to restore to the people the right that vas usurped 
from them. 


With regard to the General Emergency Conference of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party that was held last October 12 in Aden His Excellency ‘Abd al-'Aziz 
‘Abd al-Wali said, "The conference crowned the successful actions that 
were undertaken by the party in the period between the convening of the 
first and the second conferences. These actions sought to correct the 
course of the revolution in Democratic Yemen following the economic and 
social destruction that was practised by the opportunist left led by 
Salim Rabi' ‘Ali who assumed the leadership of the country by himself 
and disregarded everything that was related in any way to collective 
leadership. 


He said, "His one-man leadership suspended the constitution, disregarded 
collective leadership and turned its back on all the values and tradi- 
tions of struggle that were established by the political organization-- 
the National Front. The politics and the parasitic nature of the oppor- 
tunise left were characterized by the total disruption of the national 
alliance. The interests of toiling social groups were hurt at a time 
when Salim Pabi' ‘Ali was proclaiming slogans and carrying out a campaign 
of punishment against nationalist elements and forces. The foreign policy 
of the opportunist left was characterized by evasion, deception, making 
promises and commitments and shifting easily from one position to another. 
The insane policy of the opportunist left has had its effects on the 
importance of establishing normal relations with our neighbors based 

on Arab coexistence and solidarity against imperialist and Zionist plots 
which have targeted the area in general. The emergency conference stood 
in front of the sum total of the struggle of previous years and adopted 
well-considered resolutions which will establish an economic foundation 
under the guidance of the conference regarding the modified 1981-1985 
Five-Year Plan. All sectors of the national economy are contributing 

to that plan as well as Arab funds and fraternal countries--chief among 
which is the United Arab Emirates for which we harbor much appreciation-- 
Kuwait and the socialist countries. These countries will participate 

in vital projects such as electricity, roads and educational and health 
establishments." He said, "The conference emphasized the importance of 
developing the proper, scientific economic management of production and 
service facilities; improving project performance, especially in con- 
struction projects and in the proper distribution of manpower; and expan- 
ding the scope of training and qualifying [people] and delivering social 
services," 
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Regarding the Conference of Yemeni Expatriates which will be held in 
Aden at the end of this month, the Yemeni minister said: 


"A steering committee tor the conference has been formed; it is chaired 
by Salim Salih, minister of foreign aftairs. The committee has prepared 
the documents for the conference at which the basic laws will be dis- 
cussed in the presence of delegates from all parts of the world where 
Yemeni expatriates live. Among these laws is a special investment law 
and a citizenship law. The steering committee has completed all the 
special measures for convening the conference on the 25th of this month. 
We can say that we are giving Yemeni expatriates increasing attention 
because they constitute an important sector of our Yemeni nation." 


The minister affirmed that the conference will reflect the interest which 
the Yemeni Socialist Party and the state are bestowing upon the 
expatriates because they represent an important part of Yemen. ‘Their 
participation in [the process of] building up their homeland is essential. 
We are confident that through the results that will be achieved by the 
conference, a firm policy towards expatriates will be established and 
better relations to serve our citizens who are living abroad will be 
created.” 
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